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Editorial 


Drive back the BNP in 2003 

Anti-fascists had their work cut out for them in 2002 as 
the march of the British National Party seemed 
unstoppable with the election of four BNP councillors. 
However, it hasn't all been bad news. In Oldham, where 
BNP members were involved in racial violence in the 
summer of 2001, the BNP failed to get anyone elected in 
an area that had looked like a dead cert for the fascists. 
Without a doubt, the main reason that the BNP has had 
a hard time in Oldham is because anti-fascists organised 
against it, most notably around the anti-fascist 
newssheet, The Oldhamer. 

The good news comes not only from Oldham. 
In Bradford, Burnley and other places where the BNP 
has been very active, anti-fascists are organised and 
fighting back. Searchlight has been playing a leading 
role in helping people organise. It has been hartening to 
see that activists are able, in the main, to put aside 
sectarian squabbles and work together to bring down 
the BNP. 

Searchlight readers often ask us what can they do to 
help in the campaign against the BNP. While there are 
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always lots of tasks that need performing there is one 
thing that is needed above all else, and we appeal to 
readers to help us with it. Whether you are the kind of 
anti-fascist who goes to meetings three times a week or 
the kind who is unable to put too much time in because 
of other commitments, it does not matter: you can still 
help. We ask you please send in any information that you 
can on BNP and other fascist activity in your area. 
Whether you see a letter or article in the local newspaper, 
or the BNP deliver a leaflet through your door, let us 
know. Don't assume that we will automatically see 
something, or that someone else will send it in. We would 
rather receive it three times than not at all. Whether you 
send your information by email, fax, phone, or just the 
plain old postal service, we are eager to put your 
contribution into the jigsaw that makes up organised 
racism in Britain in 2003. All our contact details can be 
found on this page of the magazine. 

Searchlight sends New Year's greetings to all our 
readers. Like our anti-fascist super-hero on the front 
cover of this month’s magazine let 2003 be a year for 
unmasking and defeating the fascists. 
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Time to engage 





The British National Party believes that its recent council by-election victory in 
Blackburn is yet further proof that it is on the verge of changing the political 
landscape in Britain. Nick Lowles argues that in order to prevent this from 
happening, the Labour Party needs to change its strategy on asylum and go on 


the offensive against the racists. 


n late November the BNP secured its fourth 

councillor when a self-employed builder, Robin 

Evans, beat off the competition to become the new 

councillor for the Mill Hill ward in Blackburn. 

It was a startling result for a party that only 
launched itself in the town last April. 

“This is just the beginning,” party leader Nick Griffin 
told reporters the following day. “Now that we have a 
foothold and people know that we are capable of 
winning they will come out and vote for us and the 
whole thing will just snowball. 

“I think after the 2004 election, when all the seats are 
up for re-election, we will be the main opposition party. 
The Tories are finished and so are the Lib Dems, we've 
taken their seat. We won because people are sick and 
tired of the way they are treated by the New Labour 
government.” 

The BNP victory was a bitter blow for the Labour Party 
as it had invested considerable political prestige in 
keeping the racists out. Unlike in Burnley, where the 
party did too little too late to take on the BNP its 
Blackburn organisation appeared up for a fight. 
The local MP, Foreign Secretary Jack Straw, went out 
leafleting in the ward and, a couple of days before 
polling, Tony Blair even made a direct plea to the local 
electorate to shun the racist message. 

Labour was so confident that it had done enough to 
take the seat that on polling day several key local 
activists and councillors were actually in Burnley to 
discuss an anti-racist strategy there. It was only later in 
the evening, as the polls closed, that it became apparent 
that the BNP and Labour were running neck and neck. 


A campaign of lies 

The BNP had triumphed through improved election 
campaigning, much of it learnt from its earlier successes 
in Burnley. The party produced crude propaganda 
riddled with often baseless lies, all against the 
background of popular hostility towards asylum seekers 
and increasing suspicion towards Muslim Asians. 

In one leaflet, the BNP reproduced a picture of Finsbury 
Park mosque accompanied by a reference that it was there 
that Muslims celebrated the attacks of 11 September. 
It neglected to tell the voters of Mill Hill that this 
mosque was in London. The BNP also claimed that 
Asians were likely to become the majority in Blackburn 
within ten years — a ludicrous claim considering that the 
non-white population is currently one-fifth. 

The BNP even attempted forgery, with a leaflet 
that purported to come from the Liberal Democrats. 
Under the title “Caring for Ethnic Minorities”, the leaflet, 
now the subject of a police investigation, urged people 
to vote Lib Dem if they wanted more money to be spent 
on Asians and asylum seekers. 
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“Only the Liberal Democrats stand unashamedly for 
tolerance for asylum seekers and for council money to 
be spent to deal with the poverty that afflicts the ethnic 
minorities in Blackburn,” the leaflet read. 

It ended: “All-white schools, like all-white estates, 
must become a thing of the past. Vote Lib Dem to make 
that happen as quickly as possible.” 

While the BNP campaign of lies, exaggeration 
and deception proved enough to see its candidate 
home, it would be wrong simply to dismiss this result 
because of the party’s underhand tactics. The BNP 
was successful because it tapped into the growing 
political disengagement and the general hysteria over 
asylum seekers. 

This was evident from the strong BNP performance in 
Stoke-on-Trent’s mayoral election in September, where 
the BNP candidate, Steve Batkin, came within 1,500 
votes of topping the poll. In the process he attracted 
more votes than the Conservative and Liberal Democrat 
candidates combined. All this in a city where the BNP 
has fewer than 30 local activists. 

If anything, the Stoke election is of greater political 
significance than the Blackburn result. It was the first 
time the BNP had beaten (thrashed would perhaps be a 
more appropriate word) two of the main political parties 
in a city-wide election. 


Political disengagement 
The BNP is attracting support from across the political 
spectrum. Many traditional Labour voters, particularly 
in the north, believe that the government is southern- 
centric and no longer represents their interests. 
The Conservative Party is in such political disarray that 
many of its supporters are now prepared to vote for what 
they perceive as a “real” right-wing party, one that 
articulates their hostilities to a multiracial Britain in 
sharp contrast to the increasingly moderate “caring” 
Tory leadership. The Liberal Democrats, especially in 
northern towns such as Oldham, are finding that much 
of their working-class support was based on antipathy 
to a Labour Party which they perceived as biased 
towards Asians. This soft support has, in some cases, 
melted away when voters are offered a racist alternative. 
Compounding the problem is the declining activist 
base of all the political parties. Most badly hit are the 
Conservatives, who are finding it increasingly difficult to 
find local election candidates in northern Britain let 
alone the activists to run a campaign. For a party which 
once claimed the most formidable political machine 
in the world to issue a hand-written leaflet, drawn in 
marker pen, as it did in the Blackburn by-election, is 
contemptible and reflective of this greater malice. 
Labour is also finding activists hard to come by and 
with a recent survey suggesting that as many as a fifth of 


party members would consider resigning in the event 
of a war with Iraq, the problem looks set to worsen. 
Many of those who have already left include traditional 
party stalwarts, experienced activists who would 
normally run election campaigns. 


The policy of triangulation 
The BNP is gaining much of its present support on the 
back of widespread public hostility to asylum seekers. 
With a recent BBC poll finding that British people 
thought a quarter of the world’s refugees ended up in 
Britain (the figure rises to a third among young people), 
it is little wonder that the BNP is reaping the political 
dividends. 

In response, the Government has sought to appear 
tough on asylum but this policy has spectacularly failed. 
The Home Secretary’s harsh words and draconian 
policies are generally perceived to have failed and he 
has, in the process, only added to the hysteria. 

Blunkett’s tough approach is in line with a strategy 
proposed by Blair's political pollster, Phillip Gould, to 
counter what he describes as the “angry white man”. 
To Gould, the “angry white man” is the traditional 
northern working-class Labour voter, who believes in 
tough law and order, is opposed to mass non-white 
immigration and believes that blacks are getting 
preferential treatment over whites. In the current climate, 
he concludes, Labour risks losing this group to the BNP. 

His analysis has been enthusiastically taken up by the 
Foreign Policy Centre, a new think-tank chaired by Peter 
Mandelson. In a series of seminars last autumn the 
group outlined the need for a tough approach to asylum 
and other issues in order to prevent Labour losing out to 
the far right. 

The result has been increasingly strident rhetoric 
against asylum seekers and certain practices within the 
Muslim Asian community. 

This political tactic, better known as triangulation, 
was first devised by President Clinton's chief strategist 
Dick Morris, in response to the sweeping gains made by 
a right-wing Republican Party in the 1996 mid-term 
elections. The aim was to occupy the political space held 
by the Republicans in order to win over potential 
supporters, while simultaneously forcing their rivals yet 
further to the right in order to create a separate identity, 
so alienating the political centre. 

While this policy might have pushed the Conservative 
Party into the political wilderness for several more 
years, it appears to have had absolutely no effect on 
the asylum debate and the political fortunes of the 
BNP If anything, it has only made the problem worse, a 
point not lost on the BNP leader in a recent article. 

“Labour's strategy has backfired,” Griffin recently 
wrote in Identity. “People have not been 
hoodwinked into not supporting the BNP. On the 
contrary — with a touch of poetic justice — 
Labour’s tactics have actually helped to further 
legitimise the core issues on which the BNP has 
long campaigned while propelling the party 
even further into the political mainstream.” 

The more Labour talked up the issue of 
asylum, the more it became a problem in the 
eyes of the electorate and, without actually 
being seen to resolve it, the more the 
government looked incapable of addres- 
sing these increasing fears. 

This is not a plea for the government to 
ignore the asylum and race issue, in fact 
quite the reverse. It is also not to deny that } G 9 5 


ANA 


problems exist. However, Labour needs a clear, humane 
and coherent policy on asylum, something that it 
presently lacks. Simultaneously it needs to go on the 
offensive against the BNP and the right-wing press over 
the myths and misconceptions surrounding the asylum 
hysteria. It also needs actively to champion the 
citizenship of all Britain’s citizens and in particular 
the economic, political and cultural achievements 
of the postwar migrants. 

The benefits of Britain’s multiracial society have been 
enormous but it is an indictment of the present void of 
strategy and political leadership that this can now be 
questioned with increasing success by the BNP. 

The current Labour strategy is the worst of all worlds. 
It fails to speak with a single voice and is often 
contradictory. At the same time as the Home Secretary 
calls for wider powers to repatriate non-EU citizens, 
others in the government explain the need for 
thousands of new migrants to fill the job market. 
While Ministers might understand the compatibility of 
these two positions, many voters simply perceive it as 
further Labour deceit. 

Honesty is perceived as a victim of New Labour. 
One of the most damaging incidents of the Blackburn 
election was the revelation that the council had mislead 
local people about the true numbers of asylum seekers. 
Being honest and realistic about race and asylum must 
be central to a more coherent Labour strategy. 

Anti-fascists can only do so much in combating the 
far-right threat. The main task has to be done by 
political parties offering an alternative. In the process 
they must address the real concerns of voters and 
debunk many of the outrageous myths circulated by 
an unaccountable Tory press. 
Unless the government 
reassesses its asylum 
policy and strategy 
on race relations, 
the BNP can expect 
to add to its ¢ 
latest success in 
Blackburn. 








































Next month Nick Lowles will examine how 
the political and organisational crisis 
engulfing the Conservative Party is opening 
a vacuum that the BNP aims to fill. 
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The anti- 
fascist 
Oldhamer, 
which first 
appeared 
during last 
May’s 
elections, 
continues to 
expose the 
BNP 


Oldham trade unionists hit 
out at council defensiveness 


A group of anti-racist trade unionists has accused 
Oldham Council of being unenthusiastic about reversing 
segregation and achieving integration in the town. 

After the riots that tore through Oldham in summer 
2001, the Ritchie Report, published following an 
independent enquiry, claimed that Oldham Council had 
failed to address the problems of segregation that ran 
through the town. The enquiry found these issues to be 
deep-seated, particularly in areas such as education and 
housing. It considered that the lack of ethnic minority 
staff at the council was a form of institutional racism. 

The criticisms prompted Oldham Council to go on the 
defensive. In June 2002, Oldham Independent Review: 
A Detailed Response was published by Oldham Council, 
Greater Manchester Police and the Greater Manchester 
Police Authority. 

Now, Oldham Trade Unions Against Racism and 
Fascism (OTUARF) has responded to the council’s 
reaction, seeing it as unacceptable and indicative of a 
continuing unwillingness to deal with fundamental 
problems that exist within the town. OTUARF is a group 
of rank and file trade unionists from across the town and 
surrounding areas, who came together in the wake of 
the race riots in 2001 to try and initiate action on the 
ground to help combat the rise of racism and fascism. 

According to OTUARE the most significant aspect of 
the Council’s response is its challenge to the Ritchie 
Report’s conclusion that segregation of the community 
on residential and educational lines was the major 
factor in the troubles. Oldham Council criticised what it 
termed the unscientific methods used in reaching the 
report’s findings, and claimed that the respondents were 
unrepresentative of the population as a whole. 

Oldham Council, OTUARF feels, is trying to drive a 
wedge between the Ritchie Report and the Cantle and 
Denham reports that investigated the disturbances in 
Burnley and Bradford, which placed less emphasis on 
race. As a result, Oldham council “then feels 
able to reject Ritichie’s analysis, and substitute 
its own conclusion that poverty, deprivation 
and social exclusion are the issues to be 
tackled”. 

OTUARE believes that “the council is not 
fully committed to embracing the recom- 
mendations in the Ritchie Report ... We ... do 
not dispute that poverty, deprivation and 
social exclusion are major problems which 
need to be urgently addressed. But the central 
themes of reversing segregation and achieving 
integration are not being pursued with 
anything like enough enthusiasm.” 

It adds, “We intend to continue our 
campaigning against racism and fascism with 
the other anti-racist organisations in the town 
... We will continue to make our views on the 
Council’s performance known.” 


Sal Young nazi 
es 


BNP youth leader boasts 
“lam a nazi sympathiser” 


see page 3 for full story 





Mass community campaign 
against Burnley BNP 


Anti-nazis and anti-racists in Burnley are gearing up to 
kick out the two British National Party councillors who 
are up for re-election this May, after a busy year 
campaigning against the rise of the fascist party. 

Promoted by the media and afforded co-operation by 
the local Labour-controlled council, the BNP has gained 
an unacceptable degree of respectability as a main- 
stream political alternative in local councils and central 
government elections. 

This has not gone unchecked by local trade unionists, 
school and college students, football fans, the churches 
and mosques, youth organisations and many individuals. 
All sections of the community have campaigned 
systematically against the BNP 
& Sixth-form students collected 600 signatures 
from their school on a petition against the BNP which 
they presented to the council. A 17-year-old student 
pleaded with the council to take a stand against racism 
and the nazis. 

Trade unionists opposed the BNP’s attempt to 
organise a march in defence of care homes, forcing 
the nazis to back down. The march took place, led by the 
Burnley trades council banner. The trades council has 
organised an anti-racist sub committee for new union 
stewards and took part in the recent Unity Conference, 
which brought 70 people together to discuss and debate 
how to stop the BNP. 

& Football fans have received an overwhelmingly 
positive response when leafleting home games. The few 
who hurl racist abuse are vastly outnumbered by those 
taking leaflets and wearing stickers. The murder of a 
Notts Forest fan in December has united more fans 
against the hooligans and racists whose aim is to create 
division and cause violence. 

& Youth organisations organised “Shout Out Against 
Racism”, which organised hundreds of youngsters in a 
range of activities over the summer and cumulated 


in a youth conference 
in October. 
& Anti Nazi League 


members have organised 
regular stalls, flyposting and 
leafleting. The ANL has 
lobbed every council meeting 
and opposed every nazi 
activity. Local members 
spend every Sunday 
canvassing in local wards 
and help organise the mass 
leafletings. 

& The Coalition Against 
Racism, organised by the 
TUC, held a 300 strong 
' meeting in Burnley with top 
union speakers and 
- councillors. 
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With confidence in Tory lea Smith at an aii 
Conservatives run the risk that extremists on the right of the party gin 
gain a foothold. The potential for divsion and splits will centre around the issues _ 
of immigration and asylum, on which the likes of Right Now and the Swinton Circle 
are focussing, and the question of Europe, flagged up by groups such as the UKIP | 
and European Foundation. Kate Taylor profiles the prominent anti-EU groups and 
the main players of the Tory right. The groups listed below have links to ee ae 
Tory Party, but none are directly aligned. S 


Britain, and Stuart Millson, editor of Kent Writers, 
and founder of the Revolutionary Conservative 
Caucus (1992), who famously defected from the 


in late 2001 as a response to the Tory Party iol ory = ie oN = committe 
severing links with the Monday Club. The CDA is The CDA fringe meeting at the Tory Party conference 
one of the fastest growing groupings of the in October 2002 was addressed by Roger Knapman, 


nema ve leader of the UK Independence Party, and Ashley 
co t ht, cl to 1,000 members. : 
boo Seu eA Ret Be Mote, a UKIP member, alongside Derek Turner, 


Describing themselves as the “Real Conservatives”, 
the Conservative Democratic Alliance was formed 


Mike Smith, the CDA chairman, was expelled from editor of Right Now, and Adrian Davies, the 
the Conservative Party in May 2002 for barrister who represented the Holocaust denier 
disreputable conduct. Smith has been a member David Irving and chairman of the Freedom Party. 


of the Monday Club for 30 years. 


An advertisement for the CDA that appeared in 
Serving on the CDA's steering committee are Right Now caused a stir in Parliament due to its 
Sam Swerling, a former Monday Club chairman homophobic content. Andrew Hunter, MP claims 
(1980-1982), founder of the Philosophy Group and that the extremism expressed in its text prompted 


a member of the Campaign for an Independent him to withdraw his patronage from the magazine. 


PedOomn 


Founded as the National Association for Freedom in One of the leading anti-EU groupings, the European Foundation 


1975, the anti-EU group became the Freedom (EF), is chaired by Bill Cash, a leading Tory MP. It produces the 
Association (FA) in 1980. It produces a regular European Journal, and has 17 branches across Europe. 
publication, Freedom Today. The EF was founded in September 1992 as the Democratic 

At one time the FA held considerable influence, Association for Nation States in Europe. It was relaunched 
boasting a membership of up to 20,000 in the under the name EF in October 1993. 


1970s. That is now waning, with an estimated 7,000 


: The former head of the EF’s Rome office was Emiliano Carlucci, 
members in branches across the country. 


vice-president of the youth wing of the fascist Alleanza Nazionale 





The group’s president is Norris McWhirter of Guinness (AN). Cash addressed a European Young Conservatives meeting in 
Book of Records fame. The former Tory hardliner 1998 in Italy hosted by the AN’s Azione Giovani. Gianfranco Fini, 
Teresa Gorman is the director. Gorman once told Right the AN leader, was involved in private talks with Cash in 1998. 
Now, “when people are in their own country, in Africa It was revealed in 1996 that the EF was in the pay of Sir James 
or Asia or what not, the atmosphere is completely Goldsmith, a link that Cash later severed. 
different, they are at home in their own land. You Pe 


The EF’s international director is 
Andrew Rosindell, a former Federation of 


: = Conservative Students (FCS) activist and MP 
Professor Anthony Flew, a patron of Right Now and “i one for Romford. Among those on the UK advisory 


a leading contributor to the right-wing Adam Smith = i board are John Bercow MP. a former FCS 
Institute, serves on the FA’s management : ees | chairman, the Tory Party chairman David 


committee. Its council members include John ; "Sg fo Davis MP the Tory leader lain Duncan Smith 
Bercow MP, Sir Rhodes Boyson, Gerald Howarth MF : : and the Shadow Cabinet members Bernard 


hardly dare say a word about foreigners in this EU ROPE AN 
country without the media jumping on you.” sOURN. - 


and Russell Lewis. Jenkin MP and Oliver Letwin MP. 


Alongside the Salisbury Review, Right 
Now remains the most prominent and 
professional publication from the 
conservative far right. Launched in 
autumn 1993, the quarterly magazine 
has increased its strength since Taki 
Theodoracopulos became publisher in 
2000. Usually known as Taki, the 
author of the ‘High Life’ column in 
The Spectator, he once spent time in 
a British prison for carrying cocaine 
through customs at Heathrow airport. 
He has referred to General Pinochet as 
“the saviour of Chile”. 


Right Now continues to be edited by 
Derek Turner, former leader of the Irish 
nazi group, the Social Action Initiative, 
who once referred to himself as 

“your neighbourhood nazi”. 


The magazine was singled out by then 


thetic Parckh 


nd Vii Buhovsh 


An amalgamation of the conservative right and the far right, the Freedom 















Foreign Secretary Robin Cook in 2000 in an attack 
on William’s Hague’s inability to contain extremists 
within the party. 

Not an issue goes by without a diatribe against 
multiculturalism or immigration. Andrew Hunter, MP 
a former Tory who has recently defected to the 

lan Paisley’s Democratic Unionist Party, was 
removed from lain Duncan Smith’s leadership 
campaign because of his patronage of Right Now. 
Hunter only recently withdrew his support for the 
magazine after it printed a series of extreme and 
homophobic advertisements from the Conservative 
Democratic Alliance. 


Other Tories who have contributed to, or been 
interviewed by, Right Now include Ann 
Widdecombe, John Redwood, and Teddy Taylor. 
Teresa Gorman, Bill Cash and Alfred Sherman have 
also aired their views in the magazine. 

A delegation from Right Now, including Turner and 
Adrian Davies, attended the far-right Front National 
festival in France in 1997. 





Party (FP) was launched in December 2000 to oppose the BNP after an 
internal feud between the British National Party leadership and Steve 

and Sharron Edwards, both former BNP activists in the West Midlands. 
Sharron Edwards is now the deputy chairman of the FPR, while Steve Edwards 
is its national agent. 


Most of the leadership are prominent in the Bloomsbury Forum, a right-wing 
“discussion group” that seeks to exert intellectual influence upon both the 
conservative right and the nationalist right in Britain today. 


The chairman of the FP is Adrian Davies, barrister to the Holocaust denier 
David Irving, who was previously an executive council member of the Monday 
Club and a former executive committee member of the right-wing Tory Action. 
Davies is also a co-organiser of the Bloomsbury Forum and audited the 
accounts of the BNP in 2000. He addressed the Conservative Democratic 
Alliance in October 2002. 


Jonathan Bowden, the FP’s treasurer, is another Bloomsbury Forum founder 
who was active in the Monday Club before his expulsion in 1992. He then 
launched the Revolutionary Conservative Caucus with Stuart Millson and was a 
co-editor of the Bloomsbury Forum publication Standardbearers. 


The FP distributed thousands of leaflets at the countryside march in September 
2002 but does not have a huge amount of influence beyond localised 

support in the West Midlands focussed around the Edwardses. In May 2002, 
Steve Edwards received 24.08% of the vote in Tipton Green ward. Michael 
Newland, the FP’s National Press Officer, is a former BNP press officer. 


As a former bastion of the Conservative right, the Monday 
Club boasted 10,000 members at its height in the 1970s, 
including 30 MPs. Founded in 1961 by Paul Bristol, lan 
Greig, Cedric Gunnery, Anthony Maclaren, and Angus 
Nicol, the group’s influence is now waning considerably. 
The Monday Club claims 700 members. 


In October 2001 it was formally suspended from the 
Conservative Party by party chairman David Davis due to 
the Monday Club’s inflammatory views on race. At the 
time, a Central Office source said that the club would 
have to rewrite its constitution to remove any reference 
to race and immigration if links were to be re-established. 
The Monday Club now has very little influence on the 
agenda of the Tory Party. 


Adrian Davies, 
chairman of the 
Freedom Party 





Viscount Massereene and Ferrard, the club’s president, 
has been quoted as saying, “If you say | am a racist, 
yes | certainly am, and proud of it”. Part of its agenda 
stresses support for traditional Conservative values, 
including “resistance to ‘political resistance’”. 


Andrew Hunter, a former deputy chairman and the MP 
for Basingstoke, who recently defected to lan Paisley’s 
Democratic Unionist Party, Andrew Rossindell, MP for 
Romford, and Angela Watkinson, MP for Upminster, 
were all ordered to resign from the Monday Club in 
October 2001. 


Other notable members include Adrian Davies, chairman 
of the Freedom Party, Mike Smith, chairman of the 
Conservative Democratic Alliance, Sam Swerling and 
Stuart Millson. 











Formed in 1996 as a merger between the pro- 
apartheid White Rhino Club and the Rhodesian 
Forum, the London-based Springbok Club hosts 
regular meetings on South African politics. 


It has branches in Kent, Hampshire, the Chilterns 
and London. Embryo branches exist in Lancashire, 
Sussex, East Anglia, Dorset, Durham, Devon 

and Essex. There are coordinators in the US and 
Australia. 


Links are maintained to both the London Swinton 
Circle and Right Now via Allan Robertson, the 
club’s vice chairman. Alan Harvey, the organising 
secretary, is a former activist in the 1970s National 
Front who was involved in setting up the South 
Africa Patriot in 1980, a publication that broadly 
supported the far-right Herstigte National Party and 
had links to Ulster loyalists. It now exists as South 


4 ngqependgence Far 
With around 10,000 members, the UKIP is still one 
of the most prominent anti-EU groups in existence, 
despite suffering a massive loss of support over 
the past few years. In 1999 it achieved its greatest 
success to date, achieving three MEPs in the 
European elections. The UKIP has struggled to 
maintain the votes it received. 


The UKIP was founded in 1993 by Alan Sked, 

a lecturer at the London School of Economics. 
Since its inception, it has been besieged by 
internal wrangling and allegations of extremism in 
the ranks. One of Sked’s PhD students, Mark 
Deavin, a UKIP national executive committee 
member, became a BNP activist whose plans to 
infiltrate and destroy the UKIP were revealed on 
The Cook Report in 1997. 


In February 2002, the Scottish activist Alistair 
Machonochie was expelled from the UKIP for 
Holocaust denial. Among those who have stood for 
the UKIP are Andrew Moffat, a former younger NF 
supporter with links to David Irving, and Aidan 
Rankin, who has links to the far-right Third Way and 
has written for Right Now and the Salisbury 
Review. Some current and former members of the 
UKIP Executive have also previously been active in 
Derek Delderfield’s New Britain Party. 


Roger Knapman, the UKIP’s new leader, and Ashley 
Mote, a UKIP member, spoke at the Conservative 
Democratic Alliance fringe meeting at the Tory 
Party conference in October 2002. 
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The Campaign for an Independent Britain (CiB) is 
an anti-EU lobbying group, which claims up to 
3,400 individual members. It was founded in 1976 
as the Safeguard Britain Campaign, before 
emerging as the British Anti-Common Market 
Campaign in 1983. In 1989 it became the CiB. 

Sir Richard Body, a former Conservative MP who 
has addressed Right Now meetings, is president of 
the group. Sir Teddy Taylor MP a CiB vice-president, 
has also appeared in the pages of Right Now. 


Russell White, leader of the far-right Populist Party, 








Africa Patriot in Exile. Harvey ran the White Rhino 
Club in the 1980s and early 1990s. 


Denis Delderfield of the anti-immigration 

New Britain Party is a regular on the scene and 
addressed the group in December 1991. Stuart 
Millson, a former BNP activist, has also attended 
Springbok Club meetings. Speakers include Jacques 
Arnold, former MP for Gravesham, Maurice Xiberras, 
former Deputy Chief Minister of Gibraltar, Philip 
Benwell, chairman of the Australian Constitutional 
Monarchy League, Robert Henderson, a regular 
writer for Right Now best known for his outbursts in 
Wisden, James Lewis, chairman of WISE (Welsh, 
lrish, Scots, English), Neil Hamilton and Derek 
Turner, editor of Right Now. 





Andrew Roberts, the right-wing historian, was the 
guest of honour at the club’s UDI Day dinner in 
October 2001. 





The Swinton Circle is “a group of 
Conservatives whose political orientation 
is Powellite”. Run by Allan Robertson, a 
hardline Ulster loyalist, the Swinton Circle 
has been addressed by many current and 
former Tory MPs over the years. They 
include Teresa Gorman, Teddy Taylor, 
John Townend, Ann Widdecombe, 
Nicholas Winterton, Liam Fox, Bill Cash, 
David Davis, Oliver Letwin and lain 
Duncan Smith. 





The Swinton Circle is closely linked to 
Right Now, to which Robertson is a 
contributing editor. A former chairman of 
the Scottish Monday Club, Robertson 
produces his own newssheet, Tough 
Talking from the Right, which often 
features articles by Stuart Millson. 

He once wrote that the Tory Party would 
not deserve power unless it did three 
things: “Pledge that it will face down the 
BBC and race relations industry ... offer 
the country a referendum on withdrawal from the EU ... [and] 
scrap the Belfast agreement”. 


Bill Binding, the former deputy leader of the Ku Klux Klan in 
Britain who caused a storm in 2001 by joining the Tory Party, 
revealed himself to be a member of the Swinton Circle. 

Oliver Letwin, the Shadow Home Secretary, was due to address 
the Swinton Circle on asylum and immigration in January 2002, 
but pulled out after being alerted to the nature of the group. 


Swinton Circle member 
Bill Binding 


Russell White 


is its London South East organiser. The Tory (far left) with 
leader, lain Duncan Smith, and Bernard Jenkin, “Stuart Millson 
a member of the Shadow Cabinet, have both and Derek 


addressed the CiB. Turner 
































Mark Collett’s open admiration for Adolf Hitler 
in the Channel 4 Dispatches programme, aired 
last November, was not the sort of image that 
the modern British National Party is keen to 
portray. Last month’s BNP members’ bulletin 
even acknowledged the damaging effect the 
programme had on potential middle-class 
supporters. However, as Searchlight can 
reveal, there were many in his party who were 
less than impressed with his performance, 
including several who quickly severed their 
links in protest. More importantly, much of the 
anger was directed at the party’s leadership 
for resolutely standing behind the disgraced 
former Young BNP leader. Nick Lowles reports. 
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ark Payne is an unlikely critic of Mark 
Collett. The Coventry and Warwickshire 
BNP organiser until recently ran 14 Words 
Press (UK), a mail order business that sold 
tapes, T-shirts and videos in memory of the 
1980s US nazi Robert Matthews, a terrorist who headed 
a group called The Order. Payne had even changed his 
surname to Matthews, such was his admiration for the 
man who tried to ignite a race war in 1984. But all that is 
behind him now that the BNP is making waves. For the 
good of the party, he and other hardline nazis are having 
to become respectable. 

That seems to rile Payne now. “Every directive, every 
publication, every email, speeches at every meeting 
have gone the way of ‘tone down your rhetoric’, ‘tone 
down your clothing’, ‘grow your hair’ etc etc etc. Mark 
has not done any of these, and has shown by his 
arrogance of not apologising and playing the innocent 
martyr that he is not willing to change his ways.” If he 
had to change, Payne suggests, then so should Collett. 

In a series of astonishingly candid emails posted on an 
internal BNP newsgroup last November the strength of 
feeling the programme generated within the party 
became clear. 

For most party activists the first they knew of the 
impending damage was when the programme was 
extensively previewed in The Sunday Times. Among 
those most shocked was Payne, who doubles up his 
organiser’s role with being the party’s assistant national 
treasurer. He is also the newsgroup site moderator. 
“Tf as the article suggests, Mark Collett DID actually say 
these things then well done Mark, you've just set us back 
10 years again!” commented Payne. 

His sentiments were echoed by Ian Christie, the 
former BNP organiser in Leeds where Collett studied. 
“We have staunchly supported the public party line, 
even in the face of such damning ‘evidence’ as the 
infamous Panorama programme. And what now? 
All that hard work spoiled by the actions of a young 
man who can't keep his ego under control.” 

The following day Christie returned to the newsgroup 
in even greater despair. “When parents of our young 
members, parents who may already feel a little 
discomfort that their offspring is involved in the BNP 
see the public image of the leader what the hell are they 
going to think? 





“How long before the media 
start drawing parallels between 
the YBNP and the Hitler Youth. 
In Leeds, Mark is often referred to 
as ‘von Schirach’, which says it all 
really doesn’t it?” 

Across the water, the Ulster BNP 
branch was horrified to read about 
Collett’s fondness for the loyalist 
murderer Johnny Adair. In a 
slightly bizarre move for a man 
who was sent to prison for two 
years for his role in firebombing 
the home of an RUC officer, 
Andy McLorie notified the BNP 
leadership that the entire region 
was contemplating leaving the 
party. 

As Payne and Christie discussed 
which constitutional rules Collett 
had broken, other leading activists 
sprung to the young man’s defence. 
One was Trevor Agnew, the party’s 


County Durham organiser and close friend of the party 
leader, Nick Griffin. Using his wife’s email address, he 
described the programme as “a free advert”. 

He went on: “In my opinion Mark is guilty of nothing 
but not knowing when to keep his mouth shut and being 
too trusting.” 

Agnew, who intends to be the party’s leading 
candidate in Darlington this May, did not once criticise 
Collett for what he actually said. In fact, he did quite the 
reverse. “When the slime-ball revealed who he really 
was (shock, horror, what a surprise) I was amazed that 
Mark didn’t launch him onto the pavement and rip the 
remaining film out of the camera.” 

Others also sprang to Collett’s defence. John Atkinson 
described Collett’s admiration for Hitler as “hardly 
dishonest”, while Derrick Felstead hoped Collett would 
be “allowed back soon in some other capacity”. He went 
on to add: “Mark Collett was betrayed by a very 
professional Jew employed by a Jewish organisation to 
do precisely that!” 

But Payne and Christie were not prepared to let the 
matter drop. News had reached them that the York 
organiser had resigned over Collett’s pro-loyalist 
paramilitary stance and at least three other branch 
organisers had offered their resignation. Even Agnew 
was forced to admit that someone who had promised to 
stand for the party in his area had withdrawn the offer in 
protest. Payne also reported that several regular donors, 
shocked by Collett’s pro-Nazi admissions, had 
announced that they were no longer prepared to 
support the party financially. 

By now a new member had entered the fray. National 
treasurer John Brayshaw acknowledged the local anger 
to the film. “Then he said the stupid thing about Adair. 
People around me found this one of the most offensive 
things because of their Catholic backgrounds. I think a 
lot more people watched the programme that we think.” 

Another BNP member not impressed was Mona 
McNee, known to Searchlight for her involvement in the 
UK Independence Party on Merseyside. “I was appalled 
and disgusted at what I saw of Mark Collett. Get rid of him 
— PUBLICLY. If you cannot, then the BNP like the UKIP is 
going nowhere ... I was thinking Channel 4’s use of the 
word ‘Nazi’ was libel, but seeing Collett justified them.” 

Atkinson returned to the fray, urging his fellow 
members to “stop kicking the guy when he is down’. 
He was supported by Martin, a Leeds activist who 
modestly uses the email address hugebiceps@aol.com. 

By now Christie was furious. “How can it be a case of 
kicking him when he’s down when in fact he isn’t down?! 
Certainly he came out leafleting that evening, but he 
was basking in the comments made by the team. 
At one point I asked him who would be his replacement, 
and he replied he was the only person capable of doing 
the job, and he was expected to be back in the driving 
seat very shortly.” 

He added: “The people who say the programme wasn't 
too bad are guilty, in my opinion, of a total lack of 
perception. Their logic beggars belief.” 

By now, a week after the programme had been 
screened, even the party leadership was becoming 
concerned at the increasingly aggressive debate on the 
site and through Brayshaw issued an order for it to cease 
so as “not to prejudice the investigation. It would not be 
to anyone's advantage should the recent comments 
sway the members of the tribunal to ignore the facts and 
make their decisions on personal likes/dislikes or 
sympathy for the accused.” 

Agnew wholeheartedly agreed. “Listen this Collett 


business is getting out of control, it has to stop.” 

All this only added to the fury of Christie and Payne 
who, correctly, viewed this as an attempt by the 
leadership to silence Collett’s critics. Christie called it a 
“bloody cheek’. 

“This is a private group composed of BNP members,” 
he added. “If we can’t discuss internal matters here, 
where can we do so? At least we aren’t shouting our 
thoughts to the media. I thought we were supposed to 
be against thought police methods? Yet here we are 
suppressing free speech among our own.” 

Christie’s mood soured even further after he attended 
the BNP meeting in Bradford less than a week after the 
programme to find Collett sharing a platform with 
Griffin. “I have supported Nick all the way but I was 
disappointed that he chose to so obviously carry the 
message to the membership that Mark Collett is still 
the blue-eyed boy. 

“The really sad thing about the whole business is that 
Mark still doesn’t see it that way. In the pub prior to the 
Bradford meeting he declared that he IS the YBNP, that 
he would be back in charge soon, and hinted that those 
who opposed him would be sorry!” 

Payne was also annoyed by the _ leadership’s 
intervention. “As for the autocrats at Head Office, who 
feel that they can tell us in our private thoughts how to 
think, a rather large two-fingered gesture to them.” 

And in a warning to those reporting back to the 
leadership from within the discussion forum he added: 
“If the snake who enjoyed telling Nick Griffin our 
thoughts off here wants to continue snitching, they’d 
better pray that I don’t find out who they are.” 

He had also, meanwhile, heard that the party was still 
paying Collett’s rent and was incensed. “If it’s found out 
that we're STILL paying his rent, or ANYTHING for him, 
then I will protest most vociferously. I will even consider 
resigning my position AND my membership.” 

Despite the best efforts of Christie and Payne it was 
clear that the BNP leadership had no intention of 
booting Collett out of the party. As Searchlight goes to 
press there is still no word on the outcome of the 
disciplinary hearing. Payne wants Collett to be 
suspended for a year, as happened only recently to Keith 
Axon, the party’s former Birmingham organiser, whose 
crime had been to attack the party leadership in a party 
meeting. However, even this-mild punishment looks 
unlikely. In one posting on the site, BNP enforcer 
Tony Lecomber even described having to hold a 
disciplinary as “ridiculous”. 

Even Payne seemed prepared to admit defeat. “I don't 
honestly think Mark Collett will be kicked out, because 
he’s too well liked by some at senior level, regardless of 
how much shame he could bring to the party.” 

Searchlight would go further. Collett is not being 
booted out of the party because his views mirror those 
of many in the party leadership, including the staunch 
Holocaust denier, Griffin. In the eyes of Griffin and 
Lecomber, Collett’s only crime was to admit his politics 
publicly. To this end, the BNP is establishing tighter 
controls over contact with the media. A new briefing is 
about to be circulated to organisers containing prepared 
statements on policy and a training programme will 
be undertaken. 

Not that this seems to bother Collett. Despite the 
embarrassment he has already brought to the party, he 
has agreed to do an interview for media students in the 
South West. Back in Coventry, Payne must be blowing 
the dust off his nazi video collection. Well, if it’s not 
harmed Collett’s political career too much ... 
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Beating the BNP means 
beating Islamophobia 


War drums are beating as the US and its 
allies look set to attack Iraq. The “war 
against terrorism” has entered a new phase. 
Accompanying the war campaign is a media 
led demonisation of Islam, which has given a 
tremendous boost to organised racists in 
Britain and elsewhere. Its effects are far- 
reaching and have been a major contributor 
to the growth of support for the British 
National Party. By Steve Silver 


Searchlight January 2003 12 


Racism is the backbone of imperialism 
It is generally accepted that imperialism is a bad thing, 
that to subjugate a nation to a foreign power is immoral. 
But in the heyday of Empire it was not seen like that. 
The rule of one nation by another nation was presented 
as part of a civilising mission, bringing industry, culture 
and enlightenment to “backward” peoples. Anti-racists 
today might see imperialism as the preserve of the 
jingoistic right, but they would be wrong, for historically 
it was strongly supported by many liberals and people in 
the labour and trade union movement. 

In order to rape and pillage the world brute force was 
accompanied by an ideology that made it all seem 





acceptable back home in the mother country. And that 
was the role that racism played. Africans were portrayed 
as a people without civilisation or culture, Asians as 
weak and backward. Racism was the ideological 
backbone of imperialism: after all if these people are not 
quite the same as — not as good as — “white Europeans” 
then it follows that they do not deserve the same 
treatment. Without racism imperialism would never 
have flourished. 

What was true yesterday is still true today. The current 
war-drive and the general surge in racism in Britain are 
inextricably connected. Just as the old imperialism 
needed racism, so it is the case with the new 
imperialism of today. Racism back home helps to mask 
the reality of what is really going on abroad. That is 
why the militarily imposed New World Order, in the 
form of the constant interference by the US in the affairs 
of other countries, is in truth little more than old world 
imperialism. 


What’s it got to do with us? 

The war against terrorism and potential war in Iraq has 
everything to do with anti-fascists for one simple 
reason. The racism that has been whipped up to oil the 
US and British war machine is the same racism that has 
given the BNP four councillors in the last year. 

The BNP is doing well not solely because it has 
pursued new strategies, though that is part of the story. 
While there are some notable local exceptions, the BNP 
is not a well-organised national machine. The main 
reason that it is having some success is that the tabloid 
press has whipped up so much racism on the twin issues 
of Islamophobia and asylum seekers that the BNP - now 
seen as the brand name of organised racism — can clean 
up at election time. In places where the BNP is well 
organised it has obtained councillors but, more 
disturbingly, in places where it has done little or no 
work, it has often done well too. This gives credence to 
the view that many people are voting BNP because they 
find its racism compatible with their own and not 
because they have seen the organisation active at 
“community” level. 

As anti-fascists we have to be clear that while we need 
to continue to confront and challenge the BNP, there is 
a powerful ideological challenge for us to win as well. 
That is the need to defeat the belief in the racist drivel 
that is being churned out by some of our daily 
newspapers. The biggest single contributor to the rise in 
racism today, and consequently the support for the BNP 
is sections of the tabloid press. Day in, day out, we are 
informed of “evil men” in mosques and “scrounging” 
asylum seekers. Day after day the drip, drip, of racist 
ideas enters our collective consciousness. While overt 
racism and discrimination is frowned upon and 
institutional racism condemned, racism as an ideology 
has enjoyed a mini-renaissance. With the assistance of 
the media, racism in Britain has achieved the ultimate 
goal of all ideologies: it has become “common-sense”. 
People often consider themselves to be opposed to 
racism while actually being racist. It is a widely held 
“common-sense” view, courtesy of the gutter-press, that 
“Tam not racist but ... something must be done about 
asylum seekers and Muslims”. 

So, in the build up to the elections this May and 
beyond, our task is as much an anti-racist one as an 
anti-fascist one. The BNP prints all manner of lies to 
back up people's already widely held racist beliefs. It is as 
important for us to refute these lies at a local level as it is 
to unmask the BNP for its nazism and criminality. 


“Muslims” as code for Asians 

Opposition to Islam has come to the fore as the major 
ideological gel for racism in Britain. Islamophobia has 
been a marvellous panacea for reactionaries in the US 
and Britain alike. For a decade after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union the right floundered around looking for an 
enemy. After all if the communist bogeyman was not 
pointing nuclear weapons at them anymore how could 
they justify the massive arms spending programme and 
funding of the intelligence services? 

The answer was simple: Islamophobia became the 
new anti-communism and filled the vacuum. Islamic 
fundamentalism became the new enemy abroad and 
the enemy within. 

Having said that it would be wrong to think that 
Islamic fundamentalism is not a real threat — because it 
is — and certainly in countries outside Europe which 
have no history of fascism, it is nearest thing that exists 
to fascism. The medievalism of the Taleban regime in 
Afghanistan could well be described as clerical fascism. 
However, one would think that hunting for terrorists was 
a serious job that required discreet enquiries and 
penetration of networks rather than the large fanfare 
and brouhaha that we have seen over the past year. 

In Britain all the sabre rattling in the media against 
Islamic extremists has become sabre rattling against 
Muslims, and sabre rattling against Muslims in a British 
context means sabre rattling against Asian people. After 
all, the average racist does not know the difference 
between one Asian religion and another; the only thing 
they understand is skin colour. So, if you are dark 
skinned and you are not Afro-Caribbean then you are a 
Muslim and you are the enemy. That is not to say that 
Afro-Caribbeans are not the enemy as well, because 
they are just as Jewish people are: they just aren't the 
main target right now. 

For the moment the main target for racists in Britain is 
undoubtedly Asian people. We saw in the past 18 
months or so in the northwest what that means in terms 
of an increase in racial attacks and general anti-Asian 
hostility. The summer of 2001 saw serious violent 
disorder organised by racists against Asians in Oldham 
and elsewhere. Then we had the attacks of 11 September 
2001 that gave organised racists in Britain a shot in the 
arm like they have never received before. 

Out of all the misery of-11 September and the 
possibility of war there is one organisation that has 
done very well, and that is the BNP. In fact the BNP was 
campaigning against Asian people on an anti-Muslim 
ticket long before 11 September. The reason it did this 
was so that it could circumvent race relations 
legislation that says that Muslims do not count as an 
ethnic group in British law. In truth Muslims was simply 
a code word for Asians, or as BNP activists would put it 
at street level, “Pakis”. For the BNP all this anti-Muslim 
veneer is in reality good old-fashioned 1970s style 
“Paki-bashing”. 

We enter 2003 with four BNP councillors and rampant 
anti-Muslim feeling whipped up by the media frenzy in 
the name of the “war against terrorism”. We will not 
defeat either the BNP or racism overnight. However, if 
we can continue and extend the mass distribution of 
anti-racist and anti-BNP materials that began last year 
then we will see movement in the right direction, as the 
successful campaign to keep the BNP off Oldham 
council proved last year. It is within our power to tip the 
scales against racism so that anti-racism becomes 
“common sense”; and when that happens the BNP vote 
will collapse like a house of cards. 
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NEWS in brief 


Griffin foiled at Cambridge 

A proposed debate between the British National Party 
leader Nick Griffin and the Liberal Democrat MP Lembit 
Opik due to take place last month at Cambridge 
University failed to go ahead following fierce opposition 
from anti-racist students and concerned members of 
the public. 

The debate organised by the Cambridge Forum was 
cancelled at the last minute after police warnings about 
safety. Concern had been raised about possible violence 
and counter demonstrations outside the venue. 

The outcome must have been a great disappointment 
to Griffin, who studied law at the university. A platform 
with a member of parliament would have been 
considered a substantial coup in the quest for legitimacy 
that the party is undertaking. 

Chris Paley, president of the Cambridge Forum, 
explained, “In consultation with the police it was 
decided that the increasing risk of violence to persons 
and property at the event tonight is too great to allow the 
event to proceed”. 

Opik defended his decision to take part. “I simply do 
not understand why people feel that we can prevent the 
BNP winning hearts and minds if we are not willing to 
challenge them directly in debates today. 

“T wasn’t looking forward to the debate but I do feel 
that once again we have patronised the people in 
Cambridge University who surely would not have been 
convinced by the BNP arguments.” 


The Northern TUC are proud to be hosting a 
celebration of cultural diversity in the Region. 

The festival, on Sunday 26 January at the Stadium of 
Light, Sunderland, will be a mixture of music, dance 
and food from around the world. It will also be an 
opportunity for ethnic communities from throughout 
the North East to meet with trade unions and their 
partners in a positive and informal environment. 


Atl 


All equal 


www.unionsnorth.org.uk .SUNBERLAND.. 


Celebrating Diversity 
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He added that he did not believe that the BNP’s 
arguments would “stand up to scrutiny” in a one-on- 
one debate, and that confrontation would “reduce the 
likelihood of them winning mote seats”. The oxygen of 
publicity that he was giving them, he said, “is more likely 
to poison the BNP rather than to give them breathing 
space to develop.” 

Ellie Reeves, national chairperson of Labour Students, 
disagreed. “This proposed debate was not just a 
harmless academic exercise. Vulnerable students feel 
threatened by the BNP and Nick Griffin’s extreme views 
and they should not be given credence in the way 
Lembit Opik was proposing.” 

The BNP has posted an article on its website citing the 
cancellation of the event as an example of “Free Speech 
under attack yet again”. 

A proposed debate featuring Griffin could still go 
ahead in February. The Cambridge Union Society has 
invited him to share a platform with Abu Hamza 
al-Masri, the fundamentalist Muslim cleric and well 
known advocate of terrorism. Perhaps it will bring back 
fond memories of Griffin’s trip to the terrorist Gaddafi 
regime back in the 1980s. 

The Labour MP Martin Salter called Opik’s stance an 
example of “naive egomania’. “No one is stopping the 
BNP running for office” said Mr Salter, “but I would say 
it is a grave mistake for mainstream democrats to give 
them political credibility.” 

Griffin was stopped at very short notice this time 
round, but supporters of democracy will need to 
maintain vigilance and work hard to keep him off this 
and other campuses. University appearances are a 
major element of the BNP’s attempt to claim some 
respectability in the next two years of local, regional 
assembly and European election campaigning. 


We rightly spend much of our time condemning the 
actions and statements of those fascists opposed to 
cultural diversity and we spend too little time enjoying 
and celebrating the rich and varied attributes that it 
adds to the Region. The festival in Sunderland is about 
appreciating the added value of cultural diversity and 
building the trade union organisation and relationships 
that ensure we are ‘All Different, All Equal’. 


Join the Northern TUC ina 
rex=}(-Jele-tu(e)pere) meen le ha omr-lere 
dance including: 


DIP and Guests 
Samba band 
[elem P)-lale>) 
Drummed In 


Plus, magician and ‘kids’ disco! 


The Stadium of Light, Sunderland 
Sunday 26 January 2003 


DOORS OPEN FROM 1PM 


FREE fun, food and entertainment 
for all the family from 1pm 





Danii Minogue considers legal 
action against BNP 


The Australian singer Danii Minogue is so incensed by BNP 
claims that she supports the party’s anti-immigration 
agenda that she may decide to sue. Comments that 
Minogue had made were, she said, taken out of context 
and posted on the BNP’s website under the heading “Kylie’s 
sister backs the BNP”. 

Minogue is claiming that this statement is deliberately 
misleading and that she was “mortified” to be associated 
with the party. 

GQ magazine had quoted Minogue as saying about her 
home town in Queensland, “Even some of the street 
signs are in Asian”. But Minogue asserts that she was 
stating this as a fact rather than as a negative commentary. 
“Australia is the most multicultural melting pot of people. 
I’m completely proud of that”, she declared. “I’m really, 
really upset about it ... I’ve obviously been misquoted ... 
This is something very serious and something that 
| obviously have to be speaking to my lawyers about.” 

The BNP also implied that Minogue supported the 
policies of the French far-right Front National leader, Jean 
Marie Le Pen. She told GQ magazine, “I think he struck a 
chord with people”. Again, Minogue claims she was stating 
this a fact and that she in no way supported him. 

Threats of legal action have left the BNP unconcerned, 
according to a spokesman. 


BNP members attend nazi gig 

The Scottish BNP band Nemesis performed at Blood 
and Honour’s White Xmas gig last month. Amid a volley 
of nazi salutes and imagery, BNP activists John 
Cartwright and Chris Telford performed to over 300 
nazis from Britain, Germany and Spain. The band also 
had a stall at the event which sold, among other things, 
copies of Resistance magazine, now produced by the 
openly nazi US group, the National Alliance. 


Court injunction blocks video release 

Greater Manchester Police took out a court injunction to 
prevent Oldham BNP from distributing further copies of a 
video of the 2001 Oldham riots. The BNP claimed that the 
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footage was handed to the party by a friendly police officer 
and has since been using it to claim that the police were 
soft on Asian rioters. However, Searchlight has learnt that 
at least 100 copies are in circulation. 

Mick Treacy, the Oldham BNP organiser, was in further 
trouble when the local Fine Young Casuals football hooligan 
gang read last month’s Searchlight to discover that he had 
instructed BNP members to spy on them. Furious FYC 
hooligans emailed and telephoned Searchlight to show their 
disgust at Treacy’s actions. Thanks for the information lads, 
keep it coming. We are particularly interested in putting 
more substance to the Pat Treacy story. 





Halifax by-election 

The BNP has selected Richard Mulhall to stand for the 
party in a council by-election in Halifax on 23 January. 
The former local organiser will be hoping to add to the 
party’s four existing councillors. Last autumn, the BNP 
held a meeting of 140 people in the town. However, in 
a sign that the party lacks credible candidates, it 
appears that the BNP will ignore two other by-elections 
in the town. 

Despite his long BNP history, Mulhall was closely 
associated with Combat 18 during the mid-1990s and 
was a Close personal friend of the C18 leader and 
murderer, Charlie Sargent. In 1995 Mulhall even 
addressed a meeting of the C18-front group, the 
National Socialist Alliance. 
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News from the sewers 


No light under 


this Bushell 


GARY BUSHELL, television's sleaziest front man and a 
one-time Trotskyite, used to be more an admirer of the 
National Front’s brand of racism than the British 
National Party’s, a fact that the BNP now appears 
prepared to disregard. His attraction is that he has left 
behind him the sharing of bread sticks at a Mosley 
dinner with the NF’s chief thug, Terry Blackham, and will 
be joining the political fray in London’s mayoral election 
in 2004 as the candidate of the UK Independence Party. 

The BNP last month floated the idea to its members 
that the party should not put up its own candidate in 
order to allow Bushell a clear run. Such a move “will 
benefit White Londoners in the long run’, according to 
the BNP website. While the BNP admits that the UKIP is 
not wholly “on message”, the two parties do share the 
same views on Europe and immigration. The BNP no 
doubt also recalls that during his years as a Sun hack, 
Bushell constantly attacked all things Irish, by no means 
confining his ire to the Provisional IRA. 

Back in the days before Bushell discovered Oi music 
and used the pages of Sounds, the music paper for 
which he worked at the time, to promote certain 
hardline extremists who had just discovered the political 
power of racist music, he was happy to have Paul Foot, 
the leading Socialist Workers’ Party journalist, as his best 
man at his wedding. He also wrote to Searchlight to tell 
us about his very good connections with Irish 
Nationalists who would help out if we learned that nazi 
bands were to play across the water. 

I doubt whether many Londoners will be rushing to 
give their vote to Bushell, unless they see it as a protest 
along the lines of electing a man dressed in a monkey 
skin for mayor. No one with any sense will go ape for 
him when or if he stands. 

Hardline nazis are already flagging up the BNP’s 
proposal as another abject political betrayal by the 
party’s ever so respectable leader, Nick Griffin. 
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Sweet dreams 

If you missed out on getting your nearest and dearest a 
Christmas, sorry Yuletide, present then just take a look 
in Identity, the BNP house magazine. There you can pick 
up a splendid Union Jack bedspread. In some countries 
desecration of the national flag is a criminal offence. 
In the BNP’s hands it’s just another of that spiv Griffin’s 
pathetic money-making schemes. 


The winker returns 

I also noticed that our old chum Harry Mullin has 
crawled out from under his rock to put pen to paper for 
Identity. Older readers of Searchlight will remember him 
well. He’s the man who used to walk around with a sharp 
bread knife to hand in case he ran into anti-fascists in 
Glasgow, his home town. 

Harry started life in politics as a result of being talent 
spotted by the Communist Party in Scotland many years 
ago. The party helped him go to university but while in 
academia he found some odd form of religion and left 
the left behind. Years later he turned up in the extreme 
right and used to plague Searchlight with disgusting 
mailings. 

We informed him that we had three rubbish bins in 
the office, one for abusive mail, one for loony mail and 
one for his efforts. 

Then one day he went a step too far and sent me a 
used contraceptive. When I passed it to the police to 
collect a DNA sample, I suggested that the Glasgow 
police might let Mullin know that if he sent another such 
missive I would pop up and lop off the offending organ 
that he was using in his efforts to annoy us. It appears 
that they did and he took it to heart and never wrote 
again. 


Not quite a has-been 

The same issue of Identity carried a interview with one 
of Britain’s most interesting postwar far-right leaders, 
John Bean. Now 75, Bean was the boss of the original 





BNP back in the 1960s. 

Recently he contacted me to complain that the July 
2002 edition of Searchlight accused him of whacking me 
with a knuckleduster during a street battle between the 
62 Group and the BNP in Earl’s Court in the winter of 
1962-63. He wanted our readers to know that he has 
never owned or used such a weapon but conceded that 
he was wearing a large men’s dress ring that night that 
would have had a similar impact to the alleged weapon. 
I am ready to agree that that might have been the case. 
Certainly my injuries were consistent with a metal 
object striking me on the side of the head and face. So, 
sorry John, clearly my memory that your weapon was 
bigger than it was is false. 

If | can offer one piece of free advice to Bean it is never 
to allow Identity’s graphic “artists” anywhere near your 
photo. The picture that goes with the interview makes it 
look like Bean is wearing bright lipstick. While some of 
the present BNP’s officials might find that sort of thing 
attractive in a man, I am happy to vouch for Bean’s non- 
interest in such matters. 


A footnote missed 
Our national exclusive last month, complete with photo 
of our esteemed Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott, 
warmly greeting Gianfranco Fini, the Italian fascist boss 
and his opposite number in the Berlusconi government, 
in London drew no follow-up at all from our fearless 
press. Perhaps we could have interested them a little 
more if we had revealed that Fini also met Lord 
Dahrendorf, former head of the London School of 
Economics, some city bankers and the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, Michael Martin. Maybe Martin was 
looking for some guidance on parliamentary procedure, 
as he is still fairly new to his job. A word to the wise, 
Fini’s MPs have a reputation for using their fists in 
parliamentary debates. I hope we are not going to see 
that sort of thing here. 

It is odd how the December issue of Private Eye could 








run two stories on Prescott but not a mention of the Fini 


meeting. Whatever happened to __ investigative 
journalism? And however was the Eye persuaded to run 
an advert for some creep who is turning out material 
calling for an end to asylum seekers being allowed 
into Britain. 

Which brings us back to Bushell’s best man, Paul Foot, 
who has two pages in each issue of the Eye. Well his must 
have been shut recently. He asks readers to write or 
phone him if they have anything that needs 
investigating. How close to home do you need to get? 

The other big disappointment to me as a bit of a film 
buff is Steven Spielberg’s decision to turn the Belgian 
cartoon character, Tin Tin, into a full-blown movie. 
Spielberg is one of the greatest film makers of our 
time bringing entertainment and education to millions. 
But why is he so naive as to wish to make a film about a 
creation of a well known wartime collaborator with the 
Nazis, long-time Jew hater and racist, George Remi, who 
wrote under the pen name of Herge. 

This is not the first time this naive genius has boobed. 
When making the excellent film Saving Private Ryan, 
he used members of battle reenactment clubs to portray 
some of the German soldiers. His researchers omitted to 
inform him that many of these outfits are densely 
populated by the real thing, yes nazis. 

The last of my long list of gripes this month is by far the 
most serious. What arrangement does the BNP have with 
the BBC and other TV and radio production companies? 
If you visit the BNP website’s media sections you will 
find them full of video and radio clips from material 
broadcast by the BBC and independents. Now the BNP 
is even selling some of this material on videos. 

Licence fee payers might well ask whether this is 
being done with the BBC’s permission. We did, and a 
BBC spokesman replied: “We are unaware of any request 
from the BNP to use BBC material for their video. 
We take a dim view of unauthorised and unlicensed use 
of BBC footage and will be looking further into this 
matter.” We await developments. 


John Bean 
leads a pro 
Rodesia 
picket in the 
1960s 


John Bean 
on left in 
doorway at 
the National 
Front launch 
meeting 
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indu fundame 
why we are con 


Af By Paul Crofts and Anjona Roy 


ver recent years there has been a growth in 

“fundamentalism” of all kinds within major religions 

(Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu) and a rise in 

neo-fascism and extreme right-wing politics and 

nationalism in many countries in Europe, the Indian 
subcontinent, the Middle and Far East and Africa, and in the 
United States. These narrow and sectarian nationalisms, 
fundamentalisms and extremisms pose an increasing threat to 
internal peace and stability in many countries, and also in some 
cases to world peace. 

While it might be tempting to try and “unpick” cause and effect 
between them, what is undoubtedly true is that such 
fundamentalisms feed off one another in an increasing cycle of 

blame, recrimination, violence and sometimes outright war. 
We only have to look at recent history to see the devastation 
and human misery that such conflicts have caused, for 
example in the former Yugoslavia, in Rwanda, communal riots 
in India, the spiralling crisis between the state of Israel and the 

Palestinian people, increasing antisemitism in Europe, attacks on 

Christians in Indonesia, the attack on the World Trade Centre and 
Pentagon on 11 September 2001, and continuing sectarian conflict 
in Northern Ireland. In France Jean-Marie Le Pen polled 20% of the 
popular vote and in the UK the British National Party won three 
council seats in Burnley. In Denmark, Austria and Italy neo-fascists 
have entered government. 

In Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, where we live and work, 
we have plotted the “temperature” of extremism, neo-nazi groups 
and fundamentalism in a local community. The local Racial 
Equality Council, and other local organisations, continue to be 
vigilant and are working on strategies to undermine and roll back 
racism and injustice at all levels of Wellingborough society. 
Since 11 September there has been renewed national interest 
and concern about Muslim fundamentalism, but there has 
been less focus on other fundamentalisms, sometimes much 
closer to home. 

While this article looks at specific issues of Hindu ; 
fundamentalism, we would not want readers to think we are 
unconcerned about other fundamentalisms, although locally these 
have been of less concern to us, as the largest minority ethnic/ 3 
religious group is that of Gujarati Hindus. Arun Kundnani, in a recent 
article in Race & Class, looks at both Muslim and Hindu 
fundamentalism in the UK. We would endorse his conclusion that 
“One practice that needs to be challenged is the tendency of 
‘multiculturalist’ policies to take an unthinking, and often tokenistic, 
approach to ‘minority’ representation ... leaders of communalist 
groups can easily become accepted as authentic representatives of 
Asian ‘culture’ ... as a result the most reactionary elements within 
our communities are being given undue influence.” 

During the Hindu Navratri festival in September 2001 a letter 
was circulated quite extensively within the Hindu community 
which appeared to come from an extreme Muslim group 
threatening to target Hindu and Sikh girls for conversion to Islam. 





ntalism 
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On closer inspection, however, it was clear that this 
letter was not from any Muslim group, but was intended 
to stir up anti-Muslim feeling within the Hindu and 
Sikh communities. 

What was surprising was how easily members of the 
local Hindu community accepted the letter as genuine, 
without critical examination or scepticism. The bogus 
letter was therefore very successful in achieving its 
objectives. There were also serious community conflicts 
between Sikhs and Muslims in Derby and other parts of 
the UK following circulation of the same letter. The good 
news was that the leaders of both the Hindu and Muslim 
communities in Wellingborough, the local REC and a 
leading Hindu councillor issued a joint statement 
strongly condemning the letter and pointing out its 
bogus nature. 

This easy acceptance of anti-Muslim propaganda 
reflects a wider set of concerns — the growth of Hindu 
fundamentalist, nationalist and anti-Muslim ideas 
within the Hindu community of Wellingborough, and 
indeed wider afield, where such ideas have become 
almost “common sense”. Since the attack on the Twin 
Towers and the subsequent American led “war on 
terrorism’, anti-Muslim sentiment and prejudice has 
grown significantly across all communities, both in the 
UK and abroad, and is certainly not confined to the 
Hindu community, although Hindu fundamentalist 
groups now have more credibility for their long- 
standing anti-Muslim views that predate recent events. 

There has also been evidence of overt Hindu 
fundamentalist groups organising, raising funds and, for 
the first time to our knowledge, fully participating in 
mainstream Hindu Association activities, such as the 
celebration of India Republic day, the advertising of 
their activities in the Hindu Association newsletter 
(Dharshan) and formal meetings held at the Hindu 
Centre and at other community venues. 

It is our view that most Hindus in Wellingborough 
are tolerant, law-abiding, family centred and devout. 
Their Hinduism is not predicated on opposing any other 
religions or beliefs, but comes from an inner strength 
and quiet confidence in their own faith. However, they 
are slowly and mostly unwittingly being co-opted into 
a project which has its heart in the Indian politics 
of hatred, communalism and fundamentalism of 
which they are mainly unaware and would be shocked 
to be part. The community’s devotion to Hinduism 
is therefore being deliberately and consciously 
manipulated to support sinister longer-term political 
ends in India. 

This article is therefore intended to provide some 
information about the nature of such “Hindu” 
fundamentalist groups that are operating within the 
community, both in Wellingborough and other parts of 
the UK, their history and ideology and their “project” for 
India. We hope such information will engender a wider 





understanding of such groups and their activities, not 
only within the Hindu community but in society more 
generally (especially, education, police, public 
authorities and political leaders), which is also largely 
unaware of their activities, their potential to promote 
community conflict, and/or is misled by them posing as 
merely “Hindu” groups, like any other mainstream 
religious organisation. 


The “Sangh Parivar” 

The Sangh Parivar, or “family of organisations”, is an 
umbrella term used to describe the range of social, 
educational and political organisations and groups that 
have been formed by the Indian Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) since the 1950s. However, 
the ideas that the Sangh promotes have existed, in one 
form or another, for over 150 years. They generally have 
a series of common ideological or political objectives, 
with different emphases at different times. These can be 
broadly summarised as follows: 


& India has been in the past, and should be in the future, 
a Hindu-only country. Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists are 
accepted as being within the Hindu “community” 
(whether they like it or not!). 

H Hinduism is a unified religion and civilisation 
(without conflicts of sect, caste, region, “theology”, even 
when such conflicts clearly exist) which goes back 
thousands of years. Hindus need to be re-educated and 
be proud of their historical destiny. 

& Hindus constitute a “race” — the Vedic-Aryans. 

@ Hindus have been traditionally tolerant, which has 
been interpreted as “weakness”. Tjos has resulted in 
India being conquered by others over the centuries, 
including Muslims and the British. Hindus now need to 
become strong ideologically, in their faith, politically 
and in health (through exercise and mental preparation) 
in preparation for the struggle to form a Hindu nation 
(Hindu Rastra) based on Hindutva — blood belonging, 
religious identity and territorial nationhood. 

& People of other religions in India have either been 
forced to convert (and in essence therefore remain 
Hindus) or are “foreigners” in India and should be 
expelled or forced to live within a Hindu society and 
according to Hindu defined laws. The Muslims of India 
have been the special focus of attention, but others, 


Hindu 
extremists 
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such as Christians, have also been stigmatised as the 
non-Indian “other” and targeted for attacks or forcible 
reconversion back to Hinduism. 

@ Hindus are discriminated against in their “own” 
country and have been divided by others (the 
“secularists”, communists, Congress Party) on the basis 
of caste, class, regional identities or politics. 
Such “secularists” should also be targets and are labelled 
“neo-secularists” by the Sangh (who claim they are the 
true secularists!). 

& The only legitimate languages of India should be 
those derived from Sanskrit, the ancient language of 
north Indian, high-caste Brahmins, as written in Hindu 
holy texts 


The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the 
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) 

The RSS (or National Volunteer Force) was founded in 
1924 by Keshav Baliram Hedgewar. It remains the most 
important Hindu fundamentalist organisation in India. 
In the UK and United States the RSS formed, in 1966, an 
overseas organisation called the Hindu Swayamsevak 
Sangh (HSS). The HSS(UK), which openly claims 
allegiance to the RSS, has its headquarters in Leicester. 

The RSS/HSS remains true to its founding fathers’ 
organisational principles in that it is a militant, 
undemocratic, paramilitary organisation with a highly 
centralised structure and authority. It drew its 
inspiration from western military and boy scout 
organisations (and later European fascist organisational 
structures) and is based on the recruitment and training 
of young, ideally pre-pubescent, boys for service 
to “Hindutva”. Its activities are to build “character” to 
prepare members mentally and physically to fight for 
Hindutva and to protect the “Hindu nation” from 
foreign influences. 

During the 1940s the RSS’s new leader, Madhev 
Golwalkar, following the death of Hedgewar, sympathised 
both with German Nazism and Italian fascism. 

In 1939 Golwalkar said: “German race pride has now 
become the topic of the day. To keep up the purity of the 
Race and its culture, Germany shocked the world by her 
purging the country of the semitic races — the Jews. Race 
pride at its highest has been manifest here. Germany has 
shown how well nigh impossible it is for Races and 
cultures, having differences going to the root, to be 
assimilated into one united whole, a good lesson for 
us in Hindusthan to learn and profit by.” (Golwalkar 
[1939] in We, or Our Nationhood, Defined. 

There has been no explicit and unconditional 
disavowal of Nazi-like doctrines by the RSS/HSS or a 
repudiation of Golwakar’s ideas. Indeed, Golwalkar is 
held up as an example and spiritual leader for young 
RSS/HSS Swayamsevaks (members) and affectionately 
referred to as “Guruji”. 

Following Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination by a 
former RSS member, Nathuram Godse, the RSS was 
banned by the Indian government from 1948 to 1949. 
After the ban was reversed the RSS, while claiming to 
devote itself solely to cultural activities, created several 
offshoot organisations, including the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP), or World Hindu Council, in 1964, the 
Jana Sangh political party in 1951, which was 
the precursor to the current Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and numerous other organisations. 

There are about 10 HSS related organisations that 
form the UK Sangh Parivar. In addition to the HSS 
itself and the VHP(UK), formed in 1972, there are the 
Overseas Friends of the BJP (OFBJP), Sewa 
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International (the UK branch of the RSS’s International 
“charity”), Friends of India Society International (FISD, 
the Rashtra Sevika Samiti (the RSS’s women’s 
organisation) the National Hindu Students’ Federation 
(NHSF), the main Hindu students’ body in the UK, the 
Rashtriya Singh Sangat (its Sikh offshoot) and several 
others. 


The Bharatiya Janata Party 

The BJP is now the leading party of government in India. 
However, its more extreme Hindutva agenda is often 
constrained by its coalition partners. Most leading BJP 
leaders are also RSS members. The electoral victories of 
the BJP in recent years have led to increasing 
“Hinduisation” of Indian society at all levels (e.g. the 
history curriculum in schools), increasing tensions 
between India and Pakistan and increasing internal 
communal conflicts. However, there is some evidence 
that support for the BJP may be waning following recent 
regional elections. Gujarat is the “jewel in the crown’ for 
the BJP and the state it most needs to win in future 
elections. It is also the Indian State where the theories of 
Hindutva are being pursued most vigorously. This may 
go some way to explain why recent communal tension is 
centred in Gujarat. 


The Vishwa Hindu Parishad 

The VHP (or World Council of Hindus) claims to 
represent the entire Hindu world, propounds a Hindutva 
world view, asserts Hindu collective power and aims to 
unite all Hindus in opposition to Islam. When originally 
formed, it intended to bring all Hindu sects within 
the orbit of its overarching umbrella. In India it has 
formed a number of related organisations including 
Bajrang Dal (its militant wing) and Hindu Jagran Manch, 
both of which have been involved in spectacular forms of 
violence against religious minorities. 

In recent years the main focus of the VHP in the UK 
has been (1) to present itself as the sole representative 
voice of all Hindus in official structures (local and 
national government) and to advise on Hinduism in the 
context of multicultural and inter-faith matters; (2) to 
provide educational and cultural activities for Hindu 
young people (in particular dance classes) and (3) to 
raise money and mobilise support for VHP activities in 
India, such as the demolition of the Babri Masjid 
(mosque) in Ayodhya in order to construct a new Ram 
temple on the same site. 

In February 2002 even the BJP-led government of 
India issued a call for the VHP to call off its all-India 
mobilisation (of “Ram Sevaks”) at Ayodhya to start 
construction of the Ram temple. However, the VHP 
leadership rebuffed the call. The VHP mobilisation led to 
an attack on a train, and the murder of Ram Sevaks, at 
Godhra (Gujarat). The subsequent communal riots 
resulted in thousands of deaths in what was effectively a 
pogrom against Muslims, although it must be said that 
many Hindus also died during the conflict that erupted. 
The situation in Gujarat remains tense (as of September 
2002) with hundreds of thousands of Muslims in refugee 
camps, displaced from their homes, with little 
assistance from the BJP-controlled Gujarat state 
government to enable them to return home. 

In 1996 the VHP(UK) published, in conjunction with 
Moral Education Press, an innocent-sounding guide, 
Explaining Hindu Dharma: A Guide for Teachers, which 
was widely circulated to schools and local education 
authorities to influence the teaching of Hinduism as 
part of RE or other areas of the curriculum. The stated 


aim of the publication was to provide an “authoritative 
and comprehensive” text. The sub-text, hardly 
perceptible to those not versed in the politics of India 
and the VHP is that the VHP is the only legitimate 
voice of Hinduism in the classroom. Following 
challenges to the publication by some RE teachers, 
the Moral Education Press agreed not to republish 
the book. However, it has recently been republished 
by the VHP itself. 

Those concerned with RE teaching, need to be aware 
of the inter-relationship between Hinduism and politics 
in India and be particularly vigilant that they are not 
unwittingly contributing to a distorted view of 
Hinduism and communal conflict, and aiding Hindu 
fundamentalism. 


Hindu fundamentalism = fascism? 

There has been a tendency by some to label Hindu 
fundamentalist groups such as the Sangh, RSS, VHP etc., 
as “fascist”. Whilst this may be understandable within an 
Indian context, it would be very dangerous to extend this 
label to such groups in the UK. Asian communalist 
groups in the UK are mostly reactive, distorted, responses 
to a racist society by which they feel threatened. In the 
final analysis they are aiming towards “separation” from, 
rather than subordination of, other minority groups and 
consolidation of support for their views within their own 
community. This is not the same as fascist organisations 
in the UK, such as the British National Party, which want 
to subordinate or eliminate minority groups. However, 
those who support fundamentalist and communalist 
groups in the UK should be in no doubt as to the effects 
of such support in other countries, where subordination 
and oppression, based on fundamentalist interpretations 
of religion, is the aim. 


Sewa International 

Sewa international is the fund-raising (“charitable”) arm 
of the RSS/HSS. Over recent years it has raised millions of 
pounds in the UK, which is sent to the Indian 
organisations Sewa Bharati, the Vanavasi Kalyan Ashram 
(which works against Christians in tribal areas), the 
Kalyan Ashram Trust (KAT) and the Hindu Vivek Kendra 
(HV\), all of which are part of the Indian Sangh Parivar. As 
with other Sangh Parivar activities in the UK, Sewa 
International presents itself as “merely” a charitable 
group raising funds for “good causes”. In its publications 
and website, no reference is made to its links with the RSS 
or HSS, or that they are in any way related. 

After the Gujarat earthquake in 2001, the 
’ Wellingborough Hindu Association raised considerable 
amounts of money both from within the Hindu 
community and wider sections of Wellingborough 
society. What is less well known is the funds raised were 
subsequently given to Sewa International. This situation 
was repeated all over the UK, Europe and in the USA 
(Sewa’s sister organisation in the US is called the India 
Development and Relief Fund). 

Across the UK Sewa International raised thousands of 
pounds, often attracting sponsorship for fundraising 
events from mayors, MPs and well known figures in the 
arts and media. A range of local groups, including 
schools and youth groups, also raised funds. Since the 
recent communal conflict in Gujarat it is very 
illuminating that Sewa International has not launched a 
special fund to help the victims (who are overwhelmingly 
Muslim). Normally Sewa uses every opportunity to raise 
funds following disasters in India, or indeed in other 
parts of the world. For example it launched a special fund 


after the events of 11 September in the US. 

In India the activities of Sewa international have 
come under criticism by other aid organisations and 
NGOs for being sectarian in its aid distribution 
programmes and in essentially providing funding for 
the RSS, and other Sangh Parivar organisations, to 
strengthen their political position in areas affected by 
the earthquake. This does not mean that the funds 
raised have not been used for relief purposes, but is a 
criticism of the way the aid is used selectively and as 
part of a longer term political project. 

One of our main criticisms of Sewa International, 
however, is that it is not transparent in respect of to 
whom it owes clear allegiance (the RSS/HSS) thus 
enabling potential donors to be fully aware of to whom 
they are giving their money and the wider political 
agenda into which they are being unwittingly co-opted. 


Conclusion 

The vision of a strong, united, and exclusive Hindu 
India, cultivated by the Sangh Parivar, has found 
systematic and organised expression in the UK and in 
other parts of the world outside India. There are now few 
Hindu organisations in the UK that are not at least 
strongly influenced by the Sangh Parivar, particularly 
the VHP and the HSS. The fundraising activities of 
Sewa International are considerable. In addition, many 
of the devotional Hindu priests that visit the UK 
(dharmachanaryas, pujaris, swamis and sadhus) are 
also influenced by the Sangh. We hope that by this 
article on the Sangh both Hindus and non-Hindus 
might be better informed, and thus able to make clearer 
judgements, when it comes to the activities of its 
constituent organisations. 

We also hope this briefing will empower those in all 
communities to oppose “fundamentalisms” of all kinds 
that set families against families, communities against 
communities and religions against religions. If humanity 
is to progress, such fundamentalisms need to be 
defeated both in the UK and elsewhere in the world. 


Further information and reading 

Ethnic and Racial Studies, Volume 23, No 3 [May 
2000] — the whole issue is devoted to an examination 
and critique of Hindu fundamentalism in the UK and 
USA. 

Hindu Nationalism: Origins, Ideologies and Modern 
Myths. Chetan Bhatt. Berg [2002]. 

An Unholy Alliance? Racism, religion and 
communalism. Arun Kundnani, Race and Class Vol 
44(2) [October 2002]. 

Khaki Shorts Saffron Flags. Tracts for Our Times/1. 
Tapan Basu et al. Orient Longman. [1993]. 

The Hindu Nationalist Movement and Indian Politics 
1925-1990s. Christophe Jaffrelot. Penguin Books India 
[1999]. 

The Concerned Indian’s Guide to Communalism. K N 
Panikar (ed). Penguin Books India [1999]. 

Hindu Offensive Social Roots: Characterisation. R R 
Puniyani, at: 
www.foil.org/politics/hindutva/rampun1.html. 

Sewa International website: www.sewa- 
international.org.uk. 

Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (UK) website: www.hss- 
uk.org. 

Vishwa Hindu Parishad (UK) website: www.vhp.org.uk. 
HinduNet website: www.hindunet.com. 
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The Resistible Rise of Benito Mussolini 
By T. Behan 

published by Bookmarks Publications in 
January 2003, £8, ISBN 1-8988-76-90-8. 
Reviewed by Dave Renton 


March 1919. The leader of the fascists, Benito 

Mussolini, looked with confidence on that autumn’s 
elections and predicted that his party would win seats in 
Milan, where the fascists enjoyed their greatest support. 
In the November elections, Mussolini actually won just 
4,000 votes, substantially fewer than the 180,000 achieved 
by the socialist Filippo Turati. The socialists crowed at 
Mussolini’s defeat and led a mock funeral procession to 
his house. Yet within three years, Mussolini was dictator 
of Italy and hundreds of socialists and democrats had 
been murdered in his advance to power. 

To explain the dizzying success of Mussolini we need 
to understand the enormous, but uneven, popularity 
of trade unionism, socialism, communism and 
anarchism in postwar Italy. While the large cities were 
dominated by working-class politics, the small towns 
were hostile. Italian politics was also shaped by 
divisions between north and south, town and country, 
workers and the propertied. We need to understand the 
role played by the army, business and the police, who 
viewed the fascist parties simply as a strike-breaking 
force, and cooperated with them. We also need to 
understand the part played by the King and his court, 
and by those establishment parties who invited 
Mussolini into power. 

All these points are touched on in Tom Behan’s book. 
Many readers of this magazine will be most interested, 
though, in his treatment of the Arditi del Popolo, a mass 
anti-fascist movement. Behan’s book is the first English- 
language account of this current. The Arditi del Popolo 
(ADP) took their name from the shock troops (Arditi) used 
by the Italian army in the 1914-18 war. These first Arditi 
were a heterogeneous group. Recruited from a milieu of 
poor peasants and urban workers, they were well-paid 
adventurers and _ regarded 
themselves as an elite superior to 
the police and other soldiers. 
Among them, subversive ideas 
flowed freely, including romantic 
nationalism, various elitist 
strains of anarchism, as well as 
parliamentary and revolutionary 
socialism. Many of these Arditi 
joined Mussolini's fascists, while 
others supported the left-wing 
veterans of the Proletarian 
League. 

Many of the leaders of the ADP 
had served in the wartime Arditi, 
while others were young workers 
who joined the movement from 
a single-minded hostility to 
- fascism. By calling themselves 
® the Arditi “of the people’, they 
distinguished themselves from 


Te first fascist movement was established in Italy in 
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The first anti-fascists 


the reactionary uses to which the state put the veterans’ 
cause. One leader, Argo Secondari, was an anarchist 
Republican. Another leader, Guido Picelli, was the former 
secretary of Parma Trades Council. The members of the 
Arditi del Popolo insisted that fascism could only be 
stopped by a united left. At their height, the ADP enjoyed 
the active support of some 20,000 committed anti- 
fascists, as well as the passive sympathy of hundreds of 
thousands mote. 

The first great victory of the Arditi del Popolo was 
secured at Sarzana in July 1921. Until this time, the fascists 
had employed a strategy of marching from town to town, 
destroying union offices and killing prominent socialists. 
They were able to do this partly because the leading party 
of the left, the Socialists, advised their members not to 
resist. At Sarzana, the ADP organised an alliance of 
Socialists, Communists, radical peasants and working- 
class trade unionists, including supporters of the rail 
unions. Up to one thousand heavily armed fascists 
attacked the city, but they were repulsed and forced to flee. 

A second victory was achieved in November 1921, 
when fascists attempted a first march on Rome. 
The secret of anti-fascist success lay not in the military 
organisation of the military veterans at the head of the 
ADP but in trade union power. Faced with the threat of 
fascism, the workers of Rome struck as one. There were 
no newspapers, no trains, no postal services. The fascists 
attempted several military forays into working-class 
areas but on each occasion were pushed back. 

Behan argues that the fascists were forced to change 
tactics, in response to anti-fascism. While the military wing 
of Italian fascism believed in staging some sort of armed 
insurrection, Mussolini came instead to adopt a 
parliamentary strategy and was eventually invited into 
power by conservative forces. In this respect, as in so much 
else, Mussolini set a path which Hitler was later to follow. 

Behan also suggests that the failure of the ADP can be 
blamed in part on the Italian left. Socialists and 
Communists kept the Arditi del Popolo at arm’s length, 
arguing that any resistance to fascism should be 
organised through existing parties. It was particularly 
tragic that the Communists should have been led at this 
time by Amadeo Bordiga, a man whose mistrust of 
reformist parliaments was not matched by any creative 
sense of how an alternative democracy could be 
established. The Communist Party had an alternative 
leadership waiting in the wings, of course. But the 
enormous quality of Antonio Gramsci’s ideas was 
recognised too late. 

Rather than dwelling on defeat, it would be better to 
end with Picelli’s words, spoken in May 1922: 

“When reaction is unleashed and commits massacres, 
when criminality becomes systematic and is tolerated 
due to the complicity of the government and judiciary, 
when the jails are bursting with innocent working-class 
people, when rights are denied to everybody without 
distinction — Socialists and Communists, trade unionists 
and anarchists alike - who are under continuous attack 
and are all equally victims, hit by the very same 
weapons, then the time has come to stop shouting 
about your own analysis, or academic discussions, or 
useless talk about this or that political tactic ... the 
bourgeois united front must be opposed by a working- 
class one. We will only win if we're united.” 





Feminist 
fascists? 


Right wing women: from Conservatives 
to extremists around the world 

Edited by Paola Bacchetta and 
Margaret Power 

Routledge, 2002 

Reviewed by Kate Taylor 


two roles to women — those of wife and mother. In the 

contemporary far right in Britain, it is true that women 
have remained hidden in terms of having a part to play as 
active exponents of fascism. But things are changing. 
Today’s British National Party is encouraging women to “get 
active”. The BNP needs to appeal to a wider electorate, and 
in order to mirror, superficially at least, shifting gender roles 
in the late twentieth century it has had to make certain 
concessions to women. Women are seen to provide a more 
caring face to fascism. But why should we be so surprised 
that they are attracted to undemocratic forms of politics? 

The answer lies in the fact that it is a politics that 
suppresses them. The far right can be characterised by its 
quest to justify inequality in such a way that recourse to the 
biological is used to rationalise the political. Ideologies that 
are rooted in biology can never grant equality. 

But despite this, the role of women on the right is more 
complex than has previously been assumed. Yet there exists 
a gap in the research literature, which a new book seeks to 
fill. Right Wing Women, edited by Paola Bacchetta and 
Margaret Power, illustrates how “women in the right are 
neither dupes of right wing men nor less powerful replicas 
of them ... Women and gender are essential to the right 
throughout its many manifestations across the globe, 
across scale, within and across axes of power, within and 
across wider political settings.” 

From the Ku Klux Klan in the United States, to Islamists 
in Turkey and Eygypt, Hindu nationalists in India, Fascists in 
Italy, Boers in South Africa, and Integralistas in Brazil, 
among others, Right Wing Women provides an intricate 

- portrait of women’s active involvement in conservative, 
fascist, racist, and anti-democratic politics around the 
world. As the first comparative volume of international 
scope on the subject of right-wing women, this book 
provides a crucial understanding of the often important, but 
rarely acknowledged role women play in right-wing 
movements. 

So why do women engage in practices that appear to be 
detrimental to their advancement in society? Certainly they 
do not view their participation in this way. Most of these 
women see themselves as white women who have little 
concern for women of other ethnicities. Gender is para- 
mount to their world-view, but it only works in conjunction 
with their “whiteness”. So for fascist women, involvement in 
anti-feminist movements actually advances their role as 
white women. 

It is commonly assumed that many women are drawn 
into the far right by following the lead of male partners and 
thus do not possess the ideological commitment that far- 


Fier discourse is always assumed to delegate only 


right men have. Julie Gottlieb 
debunks this thesis in a 
chapter on the British Union of 
Fascists in the 1930s. In 
“Female ‘fanatics’: Women’s 
Sphere in the British Union of 
Fascists”, Gottlieb argues that 
the BUF appealed to a range of 
politicised women in Britain, 
even to some women who had 
a feminist background, by 
recasting women’s political 
belligerence and militancy into 
feminist fanaticism. 

Indeed there is an argument 
that the BUF promoted female 
participation, in contrast to 
continental rightist models. 
Oswald Mosley once alleged, 
“We have a higher percentage 
of women candidates than 
any other party in this country 
and they play a part of basic equality”. But by appealing to 
the “fanaticism” of women, Mosley was still adhering to the 
traditional sexist notion of women propagated by most 
fascist movements. 

Also of interest to Searchlight readers is a chapter called 
the “Gendered Organisation of Hate: Women in the US 
Ku Klux Klan” by Kathleen Blee. The ironic nature of the 
Klan is highlighted by showing that in spite of women’s 
considerable participation in the movement, the KKK has 
also been one of the most active groups in promoting 
masculinity as a political virtue. This also exists as a more 
general paradox concerning the far right and gender on a 
broader level. 

Claude Lesselier’s chapter on France’s Front National 
shows how women’s participation in the mechanisms of the 
far right, at least as far as electoral politics is concerned, is 
essential for normalising and expanding the influence of 
their agenda. Yet still women continue to hold secondary 
roles, are fewer in number and vote less for the party, and 
in that sense possibly hold a stronger opposition to fascism 
than men. 

Chapters on fascist women in Brazil in the 1930s and on 
Pauline Hanson and other women in Australian far-right 
politics are also of special interest. Judith Keene’s “Foreign 
Women in Spain who fought for General Franco during the 
Spanish Civil War” provides a new angle on those who went 
to Spain to participate in the civil war — most works 
featuring women’s role at all tend to focus on those who 
fought on the left. Franco’s foreign women were few in 
number but provide a fascinating case study. In the long 
run, and in a variety of ways, “these foreign women helped 
to ensure Franco’s victory”. The irony of their contribution, 
however, is that the Spain which followed under Franco 
persecuted “independent women” such as those who had 
left their countries of origin to fight for fascism. 

The understanding gained about the nature of the far 
right in this book allow us to formulate more strategies 
through which to resist its dogmas. By constructing 
alliances across borders of gender, ethnicity and other 
social categories, we are better equipped to oppose all 
forms of oppression. The far right seeks to impose 
hierarchies that create a society that is unjust in a multitude 
of ways, not just through racism. Until the time when this 
agenda is exposed and resisted, democracy and equality 
will continue to be eschewed. Right Wing Women is 
recommended reading for anyone interested in both the 
specific subject matter and the far right in general. 


Edited by Paola Bacchetta, 
Margaret. Power 
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From Conservatives 
to Extremists 
Around tne World 


Facing the threat then and now 


Trade unionists have always played a crucial role in the 
anti-fascist movement. From the anti-fascist struggles of 
the 1930s against Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts to the 
fight against the British National Party (BNP) in 
the elections today trade unionists have been in the 
forefront. 

Because the BNP claims to speak for working people, 
trade unions - the true representatives of Britain’s 
working people — have an important role to play in 
combating the menace. The trade union movement can 
show that economic and social problems can only be 


é4Our equality agenda is not up for sale. If people don’t 
like it they can leave)? Andy Reid vice president ASLEF 


é4Searchlight has done an enormously important job for 
the anti-racist and anti-fascist movement over a great 
many years. Trade unions must be in the forefront of 
facing the challenge ?? 

Brendan Barber deputy general secretary TUC 


64Trade unionists need to mobilise now or we will rue the 
day ... we need to do the grassroots work in workplaces 
and communities 7? 

Gloria Mills UNISON, chair TUC Race Relations Committee 
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solved by united campaigns involving black and white 
workers. Meanwhile, the BNP targets the disaffected, 
promising them the world and delivering nothing but 
hate. 

The May 2002 local elections saw the most concerted 
anti-fascist campaign since the 1970s. Anti-fascists 
distributed over 200,000 leaflets door to door, in areas 
the BNP regarded as its heartlands. Three BNP 
councillors were elected in Burnley: there is little doubt 
that more BNP candidates would have been elected 
without the high level of work and activity by anti-fascists 
at the grassroots. 

We are facing a threat from the far right not seen since 
the 1970s. Across the country the BNP averaged 16% of 
the vote in seats the party contested. In Sunderland it 
polled 28% of the vote in a ward it had never contested 
before. But where the BNP was challenged and fought, 
its vote went down. 

We need to build and develop anti-fascist campaigning 
with the central involvement of trade unionists. There will 
be elections in 2003 and 2004. The BNP will organise 
and stand candidates ... we must begin NOW to organise 
to defeat them. 

The true spirit of trade unionism stands diametrically 
opposed to the politics of the BNP We stand for unity 
and solidarity — an injury to one is an injury to all! 





@ 


Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade-Union activists’ network 
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HUNGARY 
Antisemitic politician convicted 


Lérant Hegediis, vice-president of Hungary's far-right 
and antisemitic Justice and Life Party (MIEP), was given 
an 18-month suspended jail sentence in December for 
calling publicly, in a party newsletter, for segregation of 
the Jews. He is the first Hungarian politician to be 
convicted in such a case. 

Reacting to the verdict by a Budapest court, Istvan 
Csurka, the leader of MIEP, declared: “This is no longer 
Hungary, it is Palestine”. Hegediis defended himself by 
claiming parliamentary immunity on the grounds that he 
was an MP when he published the statement. The MIEP 
held 12 seats in Hungary's 386-seat parliament between 
1998 and 2002 but failed to win the 5% needed to reenter 
parliament in the April 2002 election. 

Meanwhile, only days after the case, a mob of several 
hundred skinheads chanting “Hungary is ours!” 
disrupted an open-air celebration of the Jewish festival 
of Hanukkah in Budapest. The skinheads, belonging to 
the fascist Hungarian Revisionist Movement, howled 
abuse while members of the Jewish community lit 
candles in a city square. The police said later that they 
did not intervene because there was “no breakdown of 
public order”. 


GERMANY 
Nazi rally ‘disgrace’ 


Large numbers of Berlin riot police had to separate anti- 
fascists from nazis who took to the streets to protest at the 
state visit of Israeli President Moshe Katzav. Scuffles 
occurred before the police dispersed both groups. The nazis, 
- members of the Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD), had expected to mobilise several hundred people but 
only about 30 turned up to brave sub-zero temperatures. 
Joschka Fischer, Germany's Foreign Minister, branded 
the NPD rally “a disgrace” and apologised to Katzav that the 
Berlin police permitted it to go ahead. 


SWEDEN 
Rival marches in Stockholm 


Around 1,500 fascists marched in Stockholm in 
December to commemorate a nazi teenager killed three 
years ago in an incident involving an immigrant. 
Over 1,000 anti-racists staged a protest demonstration. 
Both marches were held in the south of the city watched 
by 400 riot police and mounted police. Though a few 
minor clashes were reported, there were no serious 
incidents, police said. 


BELGIUM 
Racist murder triggers riots 


The alleged racist shooting of Mohammed Achrak, a 27- 
year-old Muslim, sparked two days of riots in Belgium at 
the end of November. Achrak’s killer has been arrested 
but not yet named. A police statement that the killing 
had no racist motive was met with anger by young 
immigrants who poured onto the streets and were 
involved in clashes with police in which teargas was 
deployed, an elderly white man was severely beaten and 
over 100 arrests were made. 

Later, the Arab European League (AEL), which has 
organised pro-Palestinian demonstrations, was accused 
by the local authorities of inciting trouble. The AEL 
countered by claiming it had helped prevent violence. 
The AEL has previously accused the city of being “in the 
hands of the Zionist lobby and far-right racists”. 

The right-wing extremist Vlaams Blok, whose 
stronghold is Antwerp, demanded that the AEL be 
outlawed and the police have launched an investigation 
into “street patrols” allegedly organised by the AEL during 
the disturbances. 


SWITZERLAND 
Referendum rejects anti-refugee law 


Swiss voters narrowly rejected the introduction of 
draconian asylum rules in a referendum in late 
November, which would have forced asylum seekers to 
pay for a plane ticket and support themselves until their 
applications were processed. Official results showed a 
mere 3,422 of 2.2 million votes cast separating the “yes” 
and “no” camps. 

The razor’s edge vote exposed deep divisions between 
the country’s German and_ French-speaking 
populations. While many German-speaking cantons, 
including Ziirich, voted in favour, the highest 
percentage of “no” votes came from the French- 
speaking west with 61.4% rejecting the measures in 
Geneva. The “yes” camp registered its largest majority of 
61.6% in the German-speaking Schwyz, which has 
rejected six out of seven applications by immigrants for 
Swiss nationality. 

The referendum was called by the extreme right-wing 
Swiss People’s Party (SVP), a minor partner in the 
coalition government. The SVP wants to slash spending 
on the 20,000 refugees who arrive in Switzerland each 
year. The government itself opposed the proposed rules. 
Ruth Metzler, the Justice Minister, commented after the 
result, “Switzerland can continue with a humanitarian 
asylum policy”. 
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World: View 


From Esbé for SCALP-REFLEX in Paris 
The end in sight for Mégret? 


BRUNO MEGRET’S Mouvement National Républicain (MNR) 
looks set to disappear from the scene once and for all. 
Its long death agony, which was signalled by the 2002 
French presidential and parliamentary elections, has been 
prolonged by numerous financial juggling acts. 

The MNR’s decline is the result of the fact that its leader 
made the mistake of creating a bad copy of his rival, Jean- 
Marie Le Pen’s, fascist Front National (FN). Mégret’s faction 
launched its split from the FN in December 1998, 
convinced that the FN was ripe for a putsch and that 
storming the party apparatus would secure a quick victory. 

After this strategy failed, Mégret and his allies believed 
they could denude the FN of its membership, leaving 
Le Pen a leader without a party. This strategy also flopped, 
resulting in a war of attrition with the FN. For Mégret’s 
trench warfare to succeed would have have required a 
far sharper strategic understanding and nothing less than 
Le Pen’s surrender. There was never any chance of either. 

During its three years of existence, Mégret and the MNR 
leadership only managed to demonstrate their political 
incompetence. That was glaringly evident in the way the 
MNR presented itself, hitting problems from the outset 
because the party was, above all, a collection of scrambled 
political orientations and hopes. 

The leadership’s aim was to establish the MNR as a 
credible parliamentary partner to the mainstream right, 
copying the role the French Communist Party had long 
played on the left in relation to the Socialist Party. As a 
result, chunks of the MNR’s fascist policies were buried and 
statements on politically sensitive issues such as the Jewish 
community were dropped. On the other hand, the MNR still 
tried to be forthright on immigration and the responsibilities 
of the state. Mégret believed he might make a comeback in 
the costume of the Italian fascist Gianfranco Fini. 

Little of this impressed the MNR’s grass-roots activists, 
some party officials and especially the activists of its youth 
wing, the MNJ, who continued their warfare with the FN and 
let their racism show openly. The events of 11 September 
2001 only worsened the situation because the MNR 
leadership demonstrated yet again the gulf between itself 
and the members. 

Indeed, Mégret adopted an outrageously pro-US position 
in defiance of the majority of MNR activists, a move that did 
little to delay the departure of many of them, privately 
delighted by the “lesson” the terror attacks had “taught the 
Americans”. 

A similar process occurred at the end of August at the 
MNR’s summer school in Bergerac, when Mégret fixed 
the political stance of the MNR somewhere between the 
conservative UMP and the FN, although the rest of 
the leadership had outvoted him in a meeting behind closed 
doors the previous day. 
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Further explanation of the MNR’s demise lies in the fact 
that everyone — activists, sympathisers, enemies and 
analysts — allowed themselves to be conned by the alleged 
qualities of the party’s leadership. The reality is that this 
same leadership only ever performed the incredible feat of 
repeating the same mistakes — not least the political and 
financial chicanery — as the FN, errors that prompted the 
exit of more activists and which will finally kill off the party, 
a few legal wrangles notwithstanding. 

The MNR has been a formidable waste of fascist energy 
and hope, to the delight of anti-fascists. If Mégret proved 
a good organiser in the FN, he has shown in the MNR that 
he did not have the depth of a true political leader, 
nationalist or otherwise. In addition the regional leaders 
were completely unable to stamp their political mark on 
the party’s line. 

So what is left of the MNR and what will they do now? 
Not much. Obviously, the loss of control in its Vitrolles 
stronghold will weigh heavily. Control of this town was an 
inexhaustible source of patronage. However, it was the 
question of policy, which led to top members jumping ship 
at the end of August, that was most crucial. 

The rapidly vanishing MNR will leave a pile of ruins 
behind it. Numerous party officers and activists are 
completely fed up with political activity, even those dumped 
into the financial mire after lending the party cash with little 
possibility of repayment. Hostility to Le Pen will remain 
intact and it is unlikely that these people will scurry back 
into the FN, even if it is extending the olive branch to the 
MNR’s grass-roots activists and lower-ranked officers. 

A small minority of the adult party, and a majority of the 
MNJ, will opt for a leap into the “adventure” of the more 
hardcore Jeunesses Identitaires (JI) but it is hard to see how 
this would get them out of the radical right-wing ghetto (not 
that many of them want that). The JI cannot count on 
benevolent lapses of memory by the FN if the exiles from 
the MNJ do enlist. 

Indeed, one can safely assume that the positions 
defended by Erik Faurot, a top FN youth organiser in Puy- 
de-Déme, are those of the JI’s apparatus as a whole. 
Praising the qualities of the FN and FNJ and their opposition 
to any extremist drift, he says activists “do not include 
those nationalists who propose only fine words and the 
imaginary feats of arms, in reality of grandiloquent 
mythomaniacs ... Listen to them and you will recognise 
them easily: the heirs (inevitably!) of the SS or the glorious 
Roman legions; they dream of Great Europe which would 
reconnect them with an illusory Celtic past.” 

Rejecting these strange preoccupations, the FNJ, it 
appears, intends to focus exclusively on constructive 
political action that will differentiate it from the banned 
Unité Radical. Finally, a small fraction of disappointed 
Mégret fans will land up in the pagan Terre & Peuple, even 
if that too is full of factional rivalries. 

The nationalist movement has seldom been more 
fragmented, which leaves its political development wide open. 





From Mina Sodman in St Petersburg 


Riot instigator gets nine years 
in special colony 


FIVE NAZIS HAVE been sentenced, one to nine years’ 
imprisonment, for their part in a pogrom in which 300 
young Russian skinheads ran amok in a Moscow market, 
killing four people, on 30 October 2001. 

The pogrom, “a mass brawl” according to the 
authorities, started in the Tzaritzyno market and 
continued near the Kakhovskaya and Kashirovskaya 
metro stations. The skinheads armed with metal bars 
attacked non-Slavic market traders and later all foreign- 
looking passers-by. The violence also left more than 20 
people severely injured. 

Most of the 26 who were arrested were soon released, 
but five went on trial in July. Two were accused of 
“organising riots” and three of “hooliganism’, “physical 
damage” and “participation in the mass riot”. One was 
also accused of murder, another of complicity in murder 
and another of involvement in an earlier pogrom at the 
Yasenevo market in April 2001. 

According to information from journalists on the NTV 
television station, members of the same skinhead mob 
took part in the riot in Moscow in June 2002 when the 
city centre was badly vandalised after Russia’s World 
Cup defeat. 

The first court hearings were plagued with problems, 
not least the fact that terrified witnesses and victims 
failed to show up or refused to testify, on the grounds 
that they had already suffered enough or were afraid of 
reprisals. 

During the trial, the main accused, Michael Volkov, 20, 
fainted while being cross-examined. When the hearing 
resumed, Volkov completely denied his guilt and 
insisted he had been beaten up in police custody 
sustaining brain damage. He did admit, however, that he 
was present at Tzaritzyno market on the day in question. 

According to the prosecutor, it was Volkov who, early 
on the morning of the pogrom, went to a construction 
materials supplier and bought the metal bars that were 

later distributed among the skinheads. 

_ Two other skinheads, Sergei Polyakov and Vladimir 
Trubin, partly admitted their guilt. Polyakov conceded 
that he “twice kicked a man” during the riot but said he 
regretted it. Trubin claimed he “was forced to beat one 
man twice with my fist ... as an act of self defence’. 
A fourth accused, Sergei Klemanov, admitted all the 
charges and provided evidence helpful to the 
prosecution while the fifth, Valery Rysakov, 17, who was 
accused of participation in both the Yasenevo and 
Tzaritzyno pogroms, was still under federal 
investigation in July. 

The fact that Rysakov was then on a Russian police 
“wanted” list did not deter him from giving interviews 
to a journalist from Izvestia in which he voiced his 
racial hatred of those “who are not from here” and 
boasted of his readiness to participate in more 
pogroms if necessary. “It’s our war against them,” 
he declared. “They want the war — they'll get it. In our 
Russia they will get nothing!” Rysakov grew up in a 


small town near Moscow and is jobless. Polyakov, his 
best friend, has a similar background. A native of 
Korolev, a small town near Moscow, he studied for a 
while as a baker but no longer works, even though his 
family has little income. 

In November, the court convened for its final session, 
at which the prosecution demanded jail sentences of 
between four and nine years. On 20 November, the judge 
sentenced Volkov to nine years in a special colony for 
serious crimes for his role as the instigator of the riot and 
for “organising mass riots, murder and damage”. 
The other four were found guilty, but only as 
“participants”. Trubin, Polyakov and Rysakov were 
handed three-year jail terms. Klemanov, for his active 
support and assistance to the prosecution's investiga- 
tion, was given a conditional sentence and released. 
All five convicted were also ordered to pay £1,035 each in 
compensation to their victims. 

Reactions to the court’s decisions were varied. 
Representatives of the Moscow police pronounced 
themselves “satisfied with the verdict” while Alexander 
Ivanov, leader of People’s National Party, praised 
the skinheads as “a band of knights” fighting the 
“Caucasians who are occupying the Moscow markets 
and who are nothing but Bin Laden’s troops”. 

Civil rights groups expressed disappointment that 
only five of the 300 nazis who took part in the pogrom 
were brought to justice. There was also anger that, yet 
again, the nazi background of the incident was 
completely ignored throughout the trial. The skinheads 
were accused of hooliganism and damage but nobody 
wanted to discuss the racist motives for their actions. 
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AUSTRIA 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


Haider party plunges into the depths 


JORG HAIDER’S FORMER conservative coalition partner 
emerged from Austria's general election with its greatest 
victory for 32 years after disillusioned Freedom Party 
(FPO) sympathisers defected to it in droves. The election 
in late November left the FPO with only 10.2% of the vote, 
while Chancellor Wolfgang Schiissel’s conservative 
People’s Party (OVP) surged ahead by 17% to 42%. 

Although the OVP is now by far the strongest party, it 
failed to secure a majority, forcing it to consider coalition 
negotiations with the FPO or the Socialists (SPO). 

A few days before the election Herbert Haupt, the 
FPO’s nominal chief, promised to jump with a bungee 
from Vienna's highest tower if his party got more than 
15% of the vote. Some jokers hoped he would jump 
without a bungee if his party got less. As it was, the FPO’s 
pitiful vote saved him the trouble, although it is 
suspected that he might still do it if Haider, the party’s 
real boss, gives him the nod. 

Schiissel had a few helpers on the road to his success, 
not least Haider, whose erratic politics, antisemitic 
declarations and junkets to Baghdad hardly bothered 
the Chancellor or his party. But when opinion polls 
showed that support for the FPO had dipped to 10%, it 
was panic stations and Schiissel declared an election a 
year before it was due. As a result, many Austrians now 
consider him a good statesman who is capable of taking 
decisions and doing his utmost for the country. 

As soon as the election was called, Ernst Strasser, the 
OVP Interior Minister, began hounding asylum seekers, 
forcing refugees deemed to have come from such “safe” 
countries as Kosovo to leave government-run camps 
and hostels. 

Having adopted this draconian policy, Strasser then 
dumped the responsibility of looking after the refugees 
onto church organisations but did not allocate them any 
extra funds, creating chaos. As a result, thousands of 
asylum-seekers, including children, were evicted from 
state-run accommodation and in some 
cases forced to sleep rough. Such a policy, 
from a party that wears its “Christian 
values” on its sleeve, made it easy for 
former FPO voters to switch to the OVP. 

Schiissel skilfully misused Austrian 
patriotism in 2000, at the time of the 
European Union's so-called “sanctions”, 
causing Austrians from the extreme right 
and the left (Socialists and Greens) to 
rally to the flag of “defending Austria 
from outside interference”, and straight 
into the trap he had laid for them. 

In the run-up to the latest election, his 
party’s propaganda blasted out the same 
tune, varied with a bit of anti-German 
agitation, warning voters against a 
German-style “Red-Green experiment” 
which, it was claimed, would be a kind of 
“communist dictatorship”. 
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So scared was the socialist SPO that, in a lurch to the 
right a few days before the election, it presented Hannes 
Androsch, Finance Minister under former Chancellor 
Bruno Kreisky as its economic adviser at a press 
conference. Androsch put forward a strict economic 
policy of saving money, while Schtissel and Grasser 
proposed tax cuts. Austria has one of the highest rates of 
taxation in the EU and unemployment is at its highest 
level since 1945. 

The SPO now has big problems. After many years in 
government, it has not yet learned much about being 
in opposition. Although it knows more than half the 
electorate voted for the right, it did not try to win back 
those voters who once voted for the SPO. Instead, it tried 
to steal votes from the Greens by nominating Gertraud 
Knoll, the Protestant governor of Burgenland, as its 
candidate for Secretary of State for Social Affairs. In the 
last presidential poll, Knoll was the Greens’ candidate 
and the SPO obviously thought she would attract votes. 

Two days before the election, socialist trade unionists 
distributed small exercise books with the following 
words on the cover: “Read here what the OVP/FPO 
government has done for working people and against 
unemployment ...” The book’s pages were blank. 

Unfortunately, many working people did not 
understand the joke and opted to vote for the OVP, the 
party of the employers, who never cease bleating about 
the high costs of social and health insurance in Austria. 

Although the electorate has chosen the right and the 
extreme right, who together still have a clear majority in 
parliament, the employers in Austria would prefer a 
coalition with the SPO, so that the Socialists can be held 
at least equally responsible for all the harsh economic 
measures expected from the new government. Some 
SPO leaders also favour such a coalition because the 
reactionary boss of the popular daily Neue 
Kronenzeitung, Hans Dichand, favours it. As Joseph Cap, 
the Socialist whip, cynically confirmed in an answer to a 
press question before the election, the SPO is going to 
advertise in this right-wing paper in the future, despite 
the fact that it publishes racist and xenophobic material. 
“After all”, he said, “our voters read it”. 

The Greens are now stronger than the FPO in every 
major town except Klagenfurt. They and the SPO 
together will have more MPs than in the last parliament. 
As Searchlight went to press, the two parties looked set 
to form the opposition to the government that the OVP 
was hoping to form by the end of the year. And Haider is 
still lurking around in the wings ... despite the denials. 
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From Jeroen Bosch of Alert in Utrecht 
Nazi band spreads its wings 


A SURPRISE PERFORMER at the Blood and Honour gig near 
Bedford on 9 November was the Dutch band Brigade M, the 
more so because Brigade’s friends staged their own nazi 
concert near Eindhoven the same weekend. That Brigade M 
opted to play to 150 assorted nazis in England, alongside 
the Legion of St George, Eye of Odin, Whitelaw and 
Conquest, is a further indication of the international focus 
the band has developed. 

Brigade M was founded in 1996 by two members of the 
hardcore band, Opel Kadeath. It was originally called 
Brigade Mussert, after the bodyguards of Anton Mussert, 
leader of the Dutch Nazi party, the NSB, before and during 
the Second World War. 

The man behind the band is bass player Tim Mudde from 
Sassenheim. Mudde was an executive member of the nazi 
organisation CP’86 and also “action leader” of the fascist 
movement Voorpost. He is also active in collecting and 
publishing information about his anti-fascist enemies. 

Brigade M achieved little prominence at first, but 
contributed to a racist compilation CD in 1997 with the 
song, Eigen volk eerst (Own people first). Early in 2001, 
however, Mudde refounded the group, recruiting a new 
singer, Dave Blom, until then known as one of several nazis 
convicted for desecrating a Jewish cemetery in The Hague 
in November 1999. 

Blom was, like Mudde, a member of CP’86 and also tried 
his luck in a nazi outfit called Nationaal Offensief before it 
collapsed. He shows up regularly at meetings or 
demonstrations of other nazi organisations such as the 
Nederlandse Volks Unie (NVU) and Stormfront Nederland. 
Other members of the band include a guitarist named 
Wickie and the drummer, Jasper Velzel, who owns the 
fascist distribution and music label, Berzerker Records. 
Velzel was convicted on 27 May 2002 for distributing racist, 
nazi and antisemitic music. 

Brigade M has now recorded a host of new songs, made 
a video clip for the band’s website and performed two 
gigs in Eindhoven at the squatted nazi house “De Kazerne”. 
It has also produced a mini-CD, contributed two songs to 
another racist compilation CD and touts T-shirts and other 
material. From every CD sold, Brigade M makes a donation 
to support nazi activity against anti-fascists. 

The band’s songs carry lurid titles such as “Shame for our 
race’, “Loyal to red, white and blue” and “50.000 heroes”, 
a tribute to the Dutch members of the Waffen SS who 
fought on the Eastern Front in the Second World War. 
Another song states “supporters of multiculturalism will be 
executed”. Brigade M has also recorded the song “Rock 
gegen ZOG” by the outlawed German nazi band Landser 
and ends messages to its mailing list with the notorious nazi 
motto “14 words!” (“We must secure the existence of our 
people and a future for white children”), coined by David 
Lane, one of the US terrorist killers from The Order, now 
serving several life sentences for murder. Despite clear 
evidence that Brigade M’s activities are racist and incite 
hatred, the police and prosecutors are showing no interest. 

Brigade M is part of a new strategy of a group of nazi 
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activists calling themselves the Nationale Beweging 
(National Movement) and organised in loose structures 
at local and regional levels. These groups produce a 
magazine called Vooraan and have a website but are 
reluctant to participate in party politics. They prefer to 
describe themselves as “national anarchists” with the aim of 
changing society and forming circles of activist friends 
around activities such as football, parties and gigs. 
They claim to be an umbrella organisation for all nationalists 
and are trying to assume the legacy of the moribund 
Voorpost, whose youth wing separated from the main 
organisation and squatted “De Kazerne” to get a venue for 
meetings, parties and gigs. 

Members and supporters of Brigade M are active on a 
number of issues. They have protested against a visit to 
Leiden by Nelson Mandela, thrown a cake in the face of the 
Socialist Party leader, Jan Marijnissen, and picketed Islamic 
butchers’ shops to protest against halal meat. The central 
figure in all these stunts has been Mudde. 

In April 2002, Brigade M played at a Blood and Honour gig 
in Flanders, alongside Legion of St George. On 31 August, 
the band performed at a German nazi festival organised 
by the Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands in 
Ramstein, where Mudde also made a speech. At other gigs 
in Germany and Flanders, the band has played with 
Whitelaw and Eye of Odin and, in October, its members 
urged solidarity with Frank Rennicke, the convicted German 
nazi veteran, calling on their followers to raise money for his 
court appeal. Brigade M has also recently launched a new 
EP with songs by Stdrkraft and Landser. 

Anti-Fascist Action started a campaign against Brigade 
M’s council-sponsored rehearsing studio in Leiden in 
October. The councillor responsible for the arrangement 
argues, “nobody is bothered by Brigade M practising songs 
in a confined space” because “nobody hears them”. 
He also says that he will not adopt a “politically correct 
approach” and first wants to talk with the racists and 
antisemites of Brigade M. 

He obviously thinks the fact that the city of Leiden is 
contributing to the production and and distribution of hate 
music is not important. Meanwhile, the majority of the 
parties on the city council want to terminate the contract 
with Brigade M but have yet to act. 
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From Tor Bach in Oslo 


SS veteran in 
Holocaust denial scam 


A NORWEGIAN NAZI who fought in 
Hitler’s Waffen SS is trying to make 
money out of republishing antisemitic 
postings from a conservative news- 
paper’s website. 

Former SS Gefreiter (lance corporal) 
Arne Borgir’s book, Holocaust — Myth or 
reality?, was published under the imprint 
of a non-existent publisher with only a PO 
box address. In an attempt to conceal his identity the book 
did not mention Borgir’s name. 

He was exposed after he attempted to place an 
advertisement for his book in Universitas, the Oslo 
students’ news-paper. Alerted by the advertisement’s 
contents, Universitas contacted Searchlight’s Norwegian 
sister magazine, Monitor, which quickly concluded that the 
PO box belonged to Borgir, and that the material came 
from an internet debate forum of the conservative daily 
newspaper Aftenposten. Interestingly, Borgir, 81, managed 
somehow to reprint postings from the debate that 
Aftenposten had removed because they were considered to 
be inappropriate. 

In addition, Monitor turned up an article from the 
Norwegian wartime nazi newspaper Fritt Folk, with a 
picture of a much younger Borgir receiving the lron Cross 
“for bravery in the struggle against Bolshevism”. 

After serving three years and nine months in prison for 
treason after the war, one would have thought Borgir might 
have learned his lesson. Quite the contrary, in a comment 
in Universitas Borgir claims that no one has succeeded in 
proving that the Holocaust really took place. 

Borgir’s choice of designer for his book, a small 
company called Sky High Design, is perhaps 
unsurprising. Behind this company is one Pal Aune, a 
leading figure in NETI (Norwegian Organisation for the 
Study of Extra Terrestrial Intelligence). 

In a recently published article in the bizarre magazine, 
Alternativt Samfunn (Alternative Society), Aune claims 
that the New York terror attacks on 11 September 2001 
were orchestrated by an organisation called “Elders of 
Zion”, and that the planes were crashed into the 
Twin Towers by advanced remote control technology. 
Aune also claims that 4,000 Israelis working in the World 
Trade Centre never showed up at work on the day. 

Borgir had his book printed extremely cheaply at 
£1,700 plus VAT for 1,000 copies. As he was selling 
copies for £27.50 each, he was on course to make 
nearly £25,000. 

According to Aftenposten’s political editor, Harald 
Stanghelle, the newspaper is not very pleased about 
Borgir’s use of material from its website. As Searchlight 
went to press, the paper was considering what action it 
could take against Borgir. 
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NORWAY 


From Sven Johansen in Oslo 


Appeal judge adds to race 
killers’ sentences 


TWO NORWEGIAN NAZIS have had their prison 
sentences increased after an appeal court jury 
confirmed that they were guilty of intentionally killing 
15-year-old Benjamin Hermansen two years ago. 
Ole Nicolai Kvisler and Joe Erling Jahr had been 
convicted of racially motivated murder by a local court a 
year ago and had been sentenced to 16 and 15 years 
respectively, stiff sentences by Norwegian standards. 

Increasing their sentences to 18 years each, the judges 
stated that Benjamin was killed only because of the 
colour of his skin and was the helpless victim of the two 
nazis who had chased him with knives. 

This was the second round in the trial of the two nazi 
thugs, who appealed against the original verdict, and it 
took the jury only three hours to confirm their 
conviction. The case will probably go to a final appeal 
hearing in the Supreme Court. 

The killing on 27 January 2001 caused uproar in 
Norway at the time and 40,000 people, 8% of the 
population of Oslo, showed their disgust in a torch-lit 
march headed by members of the government, the 
bishop of Oslo, members of the Norwegian Royal Family 
and even Lord Robertson, the secretary-general of Nato, 
a few days after the murder. 

The murder had devastating effect on the community 
in the southern Oslo suburb of Holmlia, Benjamin's 
home. Local youngsters were traumatised by the loss of 
their friend and the wounds have still not healed, 
despite the sterling efforts of the Oslo Anti-racist Centre, 
local youth workers and community police. For 
Benjamin’s friends, some of whom were in court on the 
day of the verdict, the ruling marked the final chapter in 





a two-year-long saga of frustration and anxiety. 

Anti-racists in Oslo have been working with local 
youths for some time. On the evening before the verdict, 
Searchlight’s European editor, Graeme Atkinson, and 
the editor of Monitor addressed a big meeting of 
youngsters at Holmlia’s youth centre. In a strong appeal, 
Atkinson urged them to consider racism, not the police, 
as their enemy and to defend democracy and 
democratic values. 

Contrary to the Stephen Lawrence case and some 
other cases elsewhere in Europe, the trial against Kvisler 
and Jahr bore definite marks of excellent police work. 
Local officers were able to establish who had committed 
the murder only minutes after arriving on the scene and 
Kvisler and his girlfriend Veronica Andreassen were 
arrested within a couple of hours together with three 
other nazis staying in their apartment. Jahr decided to 
flee the country and the court later heard how Kvisler, 
Jahr and Andreassen had made a pact to pin blame for 
the whole affair on Jahr. Their scheme unravelled when 
Jahr was arrested on a train in Copenhagen for not 
paying his fare. 

In the first round of the trial, Jahr stuck to the 
agreement, claiming that he was the only one to stab 
Benjamin. A year in prison changed his attitude and he 
then claimed that Kvisler also had a knife and had used 
it in the murder. In a dramatic scene, unusual in 
Norwegian courtrooms, Jahr produced a letter from 
Kvisler proving the existence of an agreement between 
the three of them. 

The trial against the killers exposed a remarkable lack 
of memory among the nazis who had been drinking with 
Kvisler, Jahr and Andreassen before the killing. According 
to their testimonies they hardly remembered anything. 

One person who made a bizarre appearance in court 
was the former Viking fiihrer Eirik Solheim alias “the test 
tube nazi”. In the first round of the trial, Solheim claimed 
he had left the nazi movement in 1997 and since then 
had been working to get other people out. Strangely 
enough, Solheim was involved in a skirmish with other 
nazis over stolen guns in November 1998, an incident in 
which he was shot four times in his upper body. 

Solheim was also searching for recruits to the nazi 
band “The Norwegian Legion” as recently as a week 
before Benjamin’s murder. After hearing testimony from 
Monitor's editor, the court paid no further attention to 
Solheim’s self-proclaimed role as the saviour of 
Norwegian nazis. 
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From Wim Haelsterman of 
AFF/Résistances in Brussels 


Another antisemite breaks cover 


Once again, the leadership of the far-right Viaams Blok 
(VB) has been forced to take disciplinary measures 
against a long-time member for making public racist and 
antisemitic statements. 

The immediate cause on this occasion was an article 
written by 68-year-old Oswald Kielemoes in the last edition 
of Dietsland — Europa, a magazine issued by the small but 
influential nationalist think-tank Were Di. Most, if not all, 
Were Di’s activists are members of the VB as well. 

In an article titled “Jews dominate the British media”, 
Kielemoes accuses the Jewish community in Britain of 
“trying to render the genuine British population extinct 
by means of interracial marriage”. The article also 
includes an explicit call “to throw off the Jewish yoke”. 

Kielemoes, a retired police officer who is also known 
ie) que cl (comm ae) an(e)e) ace) e)(ommcy e-eclaalc) accrue alc) (6 ars Mercycy= | ame) amd l=) 
Gent city council from 1995 to 2000. His efforts for the 
VB were rewarded when he was given fourth position on 
the party’s list of candidates for the European elections 
in 1999. 

The VB, apparently hoping that nobody would read 
the article, only reacted after the Flemish newspaper 
De Morgen reported it. The Viaams Blok “celebrities” 
Philip Dewinter and Frank Vanhecke described the 
article as “very annoying and lamentable” and tried to 
minimise its significance and the importance of 
Kielemoes in the party. 

This incident is, however, at least a minor nightmare 
for Dewinter who has been trying to establish good 
relations with the Jewish community in Flanders. It has 
much in common with the Holocaust denial case in 
which Roeland Raes, the VB’s former vice-president, 
played a major role. Raes, who has also been called the 
party’s ideologue and is a disciple of the New Right, was 
forced to resign in 2001 after spreading revisionist 
statements. 


Searchlight on the 









E] ichlig 
E 

v eS S160 | Neen dries = 

Searchlight the international anti-fascist magazine 




























Fo 


B nade. Oldham, 
Nick Lowles on this years RWB festival 





Search Archive: 






Facent 








Searchlight Searchlight PO Box 1576, Ilford G5 ONG + Tel:020 7681 8660 + Fax:020 7681 8650 - E-mail 











STATESIDE 


By Leonard Zeskind 
Senator Trent Lott and American amnesia 





AS BATTLESHIPS AND TROOPS encircle Iraq, a 
question riles Washington DC like a dirty scud missile 
landing in the Potomac River: Will the United States 
bomb Baghdad while its Senate majority leader is still 
fighting the American Civil War and the civil rights 
battles that followed? Or will President W push out 
Senator Trent Lott of Mississippi and install a less 
racially irksome personality? 

Lott is an enigmatic figure. A combination of smooth 
snake-oil salesman and gnarled up-country neo- 
Confederate, he was pushed to the top as Southern 
white voters turned away from the Democratic Party 
and embraced the Republicans as the party of racial 
reaction. After the last election when Republicans 
regained control of the Senate, Lott retook his position 
as majority leader, a position loaded with authority and 
perquisites, including carrying the President's legislative 
agenda into the Senate. 

But his status has been threatened by remarks made 
at a celebration honouring Strom Thurmond, the South 
Carolina senator finally retiring after his 100th birthday. 
An over-exuberant Lott said: “When Strom Thurmond 
ran for President, we voted for him. We're proud of it. 
And if the rest of the country had followed our lead, we 
wouldn't have had all these problems over all these 
years.” It was a sentiment Lott had voiced publicly 
before at a Mississippi campaign rally for the then 
presidential candidate Ronald Reagan in 1980. 

To understand the full import of Lott’s (repeated) 
remarks, consider this: Strom Thurmond ran for the 
presidency in 1948, as the candidate of the States’ Rights 
Democratic Party. At that time, Southern segregationists 
were still firmly ensconced in the Democratic Party. 
But that year, the Democratic Presidential candidate 
Harry Truman adopted a modest civil rights platform, 
which included desegregation of the armed services. 
Southern (white) Democrats bolted the party and 
organised a so-called states’ rights party to defend white 
supremacy and resist desegregation. Strom Thurmond, 
then serving as South Carolina's Governor, was the 
party’s presidential candidate; and the vice-presidential 
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candidate was the Governor of Mississippi. Thurmond 
won four Southern states, including Mississippi, where 
he received nine out of ten votes. The combined power 
of the states’ rights movement, Ku Klux Nan violence 
and the wilful failures of the FBI could not stem the 
black freedom movement, however. And after President 
Lyndon Johnson's signing of the Voting Rights Act in 
1964, white control of the Democratic Party in the South 
ended. Thurmond, by then a senator, was one of the first 
to recognise the import of changes to come, and he 
switched to the Republican Party that year. 

By any realistic measure, Lott’s endorsement of 
Thurman's 1948 candidacy must be taken as an 
endorsement of the segregationist regime that 
campaign defended. Not so, says Lott, who admits 
only to a slip of the tongue and “insensitive” remarks. 
He does not support segregation, he claims. A look at 
the record, however, says otherwise. 

Lott entered politics straight out of law school as a 
Congressional aide to a hardcore Democratic 
segregationist. Upon the Democrat's retirement in 1972, 
Lott won the seat — but as one of the new white 
Republicans then popping up in the South. As a 
Congressman, Lott voted against “civil rights” measures, 
including a reauthorisation of the Voting Rights Act, and 
against recognition of Martin Luther King’s birthday as a 
national holiday. Lott also repeatedly identified himself 
(and the contemporary Republican Party) with the 
Confederate cause. In an interview, cited on the website 
www.templeofdemocracy.com, Lott told Southern 
Partisan magazine in 1984 that the president of the Civil 
War era Confederacy believed in the same fundamental 
principles as the Republican Party today. And he 
remained close to outfits such as the (white) Citizens’ 
Councils and their organisational descendants. 

Speaking at a “Carroll County Citizens Council 
Banquet” in Carrollton, Mississippi in May 1982, for 
example, he was introduced by Arnie Watson, the local 
Council’s public affairs chairman. Watson would later 
claim that Lott was an “honorary member” of the 
Council. And if anyone should know, Watson should: 
he was the Congressman’s “favourite uncle”, brother to 
Lott’s mother. Lott’s cousins were also members of the 
Council. Again, at a 1992 Council of Conservative 
Citizens forum, Lott verbally endorsed the 
organisation's programme. And he wrote opinion 
columns that were then published regularly in the 
Council’s tabloid periodical. 

In 1999, Lott’s relationship with the white Council 
movement became a point of contention in Washington 
newspapers, and Lott, by then Republican majority 
leader in the Senate, denied any “first hand” knowledge 
of the Council’s racism. Further, he offered a routine 
denunciation of “white supremacy”. Any reasonably 
inquiring mind, however, would find these claims 
disingenuous at best. Nevertheless, Lott retained his 
favoured spot in the Senate. At the same time, the 
organisation he had repudiated understood better than 
most the politics of pro-forma apologies. And at its 12 
November board meeting, the Council of Conservative 
Citizens adopted a resolution that “commended” Trent 
Lott for calling for “US troops on the border to protect 
our country against the invasion of illegal aliens”. 

Ours is a country of historical amnesiacs. We cannot 
remember or take seriously the racism exhibited by our 
leaders just last month, or the terror of missiles in the 
midnight sky a full decade ago. Will Trent Lott be at 
President W’s side or sitting on a back-bench in the 
months to come? 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Three nazis arrested for vicious 
‘antisemitic’ murder 


THE BRUTAL NAZI MURDER of a 16-year-old “hip-hop” fan 
in the former East Germany has shocked the whole 
country. On 18 November police confirmed that Marinus 
Schoberl, reported missing in July, was murdered the same 
day near to his home village of Potzlow after three nazis are 
alleged to have abducted him from a party and forced him 
to drive to a derelict agricultural combine building. 

Police have arrested two brothers, Marco Sch, 23, and 
Marcel Sch, 17, together with Sebastian F, 17. They are 
alleged to have killed him in what a spokesperson for the 
authorities described as a “bestial way”. The fact that 
the act was motivated by right-wing extremism is beyond 
any doubt. 

The accused, all locally active nazis, are alleged to 
have regarded their victim, who had serious learning 
difficulties, as a “leftist”. They took exception to his 
baggy pants and his dyed blond hair, which denoted that 
he belonged to a youth culture they hated, and insulted 
him by calling him “a Jew”, although he was not Jewish. 

For these reasons alone, on 12 July, they tortured and 
beat their hapless victim to death and then hurled his 
body into a liquid manure pit where it was found almost 
five months later. 

The state prosecution authorities in Brandenburg are 
aiming to bring the case to court within three months. 
Marco Sch is already no stranger to them. He was 
released from prison only three days before Schdberl’s 
murder after serving a sentence for malicious wounding, 
car theft and displaying symbols hostile to the German 
Constitution. 

Since the murder he has returned to prison for a 
savage gang assault on an African man from Sierra 
Leone in August in which the victim was battered with a 
knuckle-duster, a club and an iron chain. Marco Sch was 
also well known to anti-fascists in the area as an active 
nazi thug in Uckermark, Germany’s largest county, where 
25% of the working population is unemployed. 

Marco Sch was already in prison when Schoberl’s body 
was found. The other two suspects have, meanwhile, 
confessed to taking part in Schoberl’s killing. All three 
could face sentences of at least 10 years. 

In a raid on the home of one of the suspects, police 
found photo boards with pictures of Hitler, Wehrmacht 
soldiers and leaders of the Nazi party. On a shelf were CDs 
with racist lyrics and over an armchair lay a t-shirt with a 
swastika, SS runes and the inscription “Against the Left”. 

In another raid that took place a few weeks before the 
discovery of Schdberl’s already skeletal corpse, police 
uncovered similar materials at the home of Marcel Sch. 
At the time, the police had no conception that they were 
dealing with a suspected killer. 

The senior state prosecutor in Neuruppin, Gert 
Schnittcher, made clear his certainty that there was an 


extreme right-wing background to Schoberl’s death. This 
latest horrifying expression of murderous nazi violence in 
Brandenburg followed the murder in Wittstock in May of 
an ethnic German settler from Eastern Europe. Nor is it 
the first murder in Potzlow. Five years ago, a 45-year-old 
social worker was beaten to death in the village by nazis 
armed with baseball bats. 

Schnittcher estimates that there are about 35 
hardcore nazi activists in the area around Potzlow but 
the young people who run with them and sympathise 
with them are too many to count. In an environment in 
which the streets of small towns and villages are ruled 
with terror by gangs of shaven-headed louts, it is 
extremely difficult for organised anti-fascists to gain a 
foothold from which they can mount active resistance to 
the nazis. 

Nevertheless, a few days after the discovery of 
Schdberl’s body, several hundred residents from the 
village and surrounding area marched to the manure pit 
in a silent demonstration of mourning and respect for the 
teenage victim and on 30 November anti-fascists from 
Berlin and Brandenburg held a march under the slogan, 
“Potzlow is everywhere — stand up to the right-wing 
consensus”. 





Marinus 
Schober! 
murdered by 
the brothers 
Marcel and 
Marco Sch 
pictured 
below 





Searchlight January 2003 33 


ITALY 


by Alfio Bernabei 
Rabid fascist dogs return to their vomit 


World: View 


THE FASCIST SALUTE was given last month at a torch-lit 
anti-immigrant street demonstration in the heart of 
Rome. Shouts of “Viva il Duce!” (Long live Mussolini!) 
echoed from a 200-strong crowd that had gathered on a 
Saturday night to attract maximum attention. The slogan 
of the demonstration was “proud to follow in Mussolini’s 
footsteps” and flags with nazi insignia were unfurled. 

Among those taking part were followers of Forza 
Nuova, the fascist party led by Roberto Fiore, the 
terrorist who escaped a jail sentence by settling in 
London. Fiore was at the head of the demonstration. But 
prominent among the speakers was Mario Borghezio, 
one of the most outspoken representatives of the 
Northern League, the xenophobic party led by Umberto 
Bossi, a minister in Silvio Berlusconi's government. 

Fiore and Borghezio were signalling their newly 
formed political alliance. Significantly, for this display of 
xenophobia and antisemitism they had chosen a spot 
only a few steps away from the Palazzo Venezia. It was 
from the balcony of this building that Mussolini 
declared war on France and Britain on 10 June 1940. 

Borghezio is also a Euro-MP. In his speech he 
thundered against what he called “the global attempt to 
corrupt and bastardise our blood”. Amid shouts of “Back 
to the gas chambers!” he quoted Ezra Pound: “usury is 
worse than the plague”, and asked: “Why is it that in 
Rome's Jewish ghetto one never sees immigrants selling 
their wares, their services or their drugs?” 

The Northern League has three ministers in 
Berlusconi’s government but not a murmur of 
condemnation was heard. It is thought that the Fiore- 
Borghezio alliance will lead to plans to combine their 
forces at forthcoming local elections. 

Under the present government this would be nothing 
new. When Berlusconi entered politics in 1993 he made 
an alliance with the fascist Gianfranco Fini, now Deputy 
Prime Minister. At last year’s general election 
Berlusconi’s party, Forza Italia, made a mutually 
advantageous electoral pact with Pino Rauti’s fascist 
Movimento Sociale Fiamma Tricolore (MSFM) in order 
to secure control of towns in southern Italy. 

Reporting for the daily La Repubblica, Stefano Caviglia 
explained what the Berlusconi-Rauti pact was all about: 
“In Avola, a town in the Siracusa province, Berlusconi’s 
coalition will support Luigi Caruso of MSFM. In 
exchange Rauti’s MSFM will abstain from putting 
forward candidates in any other Sicilian constituencies, 
thus giving Berlusconi the possibility to gather the 
support of the fascists”. 

When Rauti was asked if Berlusconi was fully aware of 
the fascist-Forza Italia pact he replied: “Of course he is”. 
Rauti added: “To make the fascist vote count we have to 
make electoral pacts with the centre right. We stand to 
gain between 70 and 80 town councillors thanks to this 
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agreement”. He continued: “Two years ago our votes 
made possible the centre-right victories in two regions, 
Abruzzo and Calabria, which in turn brought down 
the centre-left government”. Of Mussolini, Rauti said: 
“He was a revolutionary, a great statesman”. 

Recent reports suggest that as well as getting crucial 
help from the fascists, Berlusconi may have personally 
negotiated with the Mafia to secure his party’s 
advancement. Two months ago he refused to answer 
questions into such deals to avoid self-incrimination. 
The judges had travelled from Palermo to Rome to 
interrogate him in the context of a trial of one of his closest 
associates who is accused of involvement with the Mafia. 

According to the testimony of Antonino Giuffré, a 
pentito Mafia boss, the Mafia decided to support 
Berlusconi’s party from its foundation in 1993 in 
exchange for assistance in resolving the Mafia’s judicial 
problems. Berlusconi has yet to explain fully the origins 
of the money that enabled him to set up his 
construction industry business which helped him to 
build his media empire. 

Guido Calvi, the son of Roberto Calvi, the banker who 
was found hanged in London under Blackfriars Bridge 
in 1980, has indicated that Giuffré could help to shed 
light into the whole background of money laundering 
that was at the heart of the financial and political 
corruption of the seventies. 

Before he became a minister, Bossi linked Berlusconi 
with the Mafia. Now however he cares too much about 
keeping his job to repeat the accusations. Moreover 
although his party only polled 4% at the last general 
elections, it has become indispensable in keeping the 
coalition government in power. In return for his political 
support Bossi is getting all he wants, including stringent 
anti-immigrant laws imbued with such racist prejudice 
that the European Commission has voiced serious 
concern. 

In the past few months there has been a sharp 
increase in violence against immigrants. Towards 
the end of last year three incidents were reported in the 
space of a few days. In Civitavecchia, near Rome, a 
pregnant black woman was nearly beaten to death by 
four youths. In Padua a gang of nazi skinheads attacked 
two Nigerians with iron bars. In Rome two Lazio football 
fans, Stefano Celi and Simone Belli, brutally assaulted a 
Nigerian with iron chains leaving him unconscious. In 
another incident in the town of Nettuno a gang of about 
80 youths attacked an immigrant centre shouting 
“Foreigners out!” and “Free Italy!” 

The current climate provides a breeding ground for 
nazi activities. Italy has become the favourite place for 
meetings of Forza Nuova and their international 
associates with the objective of spreading racism. 

The northern town of Trieste is particularly attractive. 
Following a meeting there on “the historical lie of 
the supposed gas chambers of Adolf Hitler and the 
supposed genocide of Jews”, attended by Vincent 
Reynouard from Belgium, the American Russ Granata 
and the Australian Fredrick Toben among others, the so 
called NOE (New European Order) has announced 
another conference. 

Reynouard and Toben will return accompanied by Udo 
Walendy from Germany. The theme is “the prevailing 
historical and political lies about 20th Century Europe’. 
NOE is the European branch of the Italian Movimento 
Fascismo e Liberta. One has to click on Mussolini’s 
portrait to enter its website. It proudly lists Forza Nuova, 
the Nazi Skin Front and Bossi’s Northern League among 
groups that attended its annual congress. 
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libel case 


Peter Hain, of the Anti- 
Nazi League, has won his 
libel case against Martin 
Webster of the National 
Front. He was awarded 
damages of £5 by the jury 
and costs estimated at 
between £15,000 and 
£20,000. 

The case arose from a 
scurrilous National Front 
publication, Lifting the Lid 
off the Anti-Nazi League, 
published in 1978. Mr Hain 
was accused of supporting 
“violence, threats of 
violence, and vandalism”, 
including scattering broken 
glass on sports fields to stop South African sporting visits to 
Britain. It was also claimed that Mr Hain had hero-worshipped 
John Harris, a man who had let off a bomb in Johannesburg station, 
and that he’d supported a Young Liberal campaign against 
juggernaut lorries, including plans to “tamper with the brakes”... 

After the verdict, Mr Hain thanked the jury, who’d taken seven 
hours to reach their verdict. 

Webster told reporters that he only earned £73 a week and 
would be unable to pay the costs awarded against him. Mr Hain 
said that, as he was unable to pay the costs himself, he would, if 
necessary, bring bankruptcy proceedings against Webster. 








Fuil story: see inside 








JANUARY 1993 No.211 


SEARCHLIGHT 


THE INTERNATIONAL ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY 


10 years ago 
January 1993 
Belgium: 

t) Minister gets 
a fascist death 
| threat 


Paula d’Hondt, Belgium’s 
Royal Commissioner for 
Migrant Policy, has become 
a central target for fascist 
death threats. Since 
November, both her home 








and her office have been 
given official protection 
4 against terrorist acts 
—<— [ _)\\ aa a =o These threats are widely 
‘2 ey : i. . believed to be linked with 
_— 7 meee the rejection by all 
FORTRESS EUROPE 193 Belgium’s political parties 
of the fascist Viaams Blok’s 
70-point racist programme, 
which is designed to turn Belgium into a “whites only” country. 

All other parties in the Flemish Council condemned the VB’s 
mass expulsion plans on 19 November and stated that an 
“unbridgeable gulf” stood between them and the fascists. 

The VB characteristically denounced the declaration as 
“rubbish”, but the signs are that, under the impact of events in 
Germany, the tide is turning. 

Only a year ago, fascists gained 479,917 votes in parliamentary 
elections (the VB took 405,281 of those votes). 
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